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Stationer of London to print this 

_. Narrative. 
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THE | 
EPISTLE DEDICATORY 


T'O ALL 


PROTESTANTS: 


* Lookt upon the felwing Narrative as juſth due te: the Wirld 
whether I reſpeBted my Self 'or You :* far. as 1 am bound to dif-: 
. burden »yi own ( onſcierice by a' full and Impartial Diſcovery 
» of what” 1 know, relating to this barrid., 'deteſtable Popiſh 
Ploe;; ; and to endeavour to render” my Acknowledgements as publick as 
the Evils wherem 1 bave beew involy'd; So: Tam under the Obligations 
of Charity to Contribute All 7 can to your Information and SatisfaCti- 
on, T hat both the preſent Aye, : and Paſterity may-take right meaſu es 
of Popery, as « thing:ſo deſtruQtive to. Government and Humane So- 
ciety in general, and jo dife8tly oppoſite to all» the Ennobling, Hol, 
Humble, Meek and Peaceable Deſigns of Trae Chriſtianity, T hat' 
the Better Roman-Catholick-any perſon is, the worſe man be be- 
comes, | and: look. koW much more devout; ſo much the more dangerous. 

For as when the Philiſtins had once deprived Sampſon. of his fight, 
they made hm oe in cheir Mill at their alſo: 3 ſo-when people 
ſhut their Eyes, .and give up themſelves to be led blindfold by the "Noſe 
With a- ſtrong concett, "That they are Embarked m a Church that cannot 
Err, (which #s the very Corner ſtone of the Romiſh Building, and the 
firſt Principle they infuſe ; although m- truth, by that Church is meant 
nothing more than the {ſurping, Domineering Pope, and his (ovetous, 
Juggling, Self-deſtoning Clergy; After, T ſay, they are brought into this 
ſlaviſh hoodwinkt condition, "tis no wonder, if they be led forwards by the 
ſame men, to the moſt wicked Prafices, as well as falſe Opinions. For as 
the Underſtanding is direfted, ſo the man, if be have any thing of a 
zealous temper, or be firm to the Religion be profeſſes, will ſuitably 4c, 
and conſequently may with eaſe be ſeduced to think be does God the beers 
vice, when indeed he mo#t violates all Laws of God, Nature and Man. 

T his I may the more firmly avouch, - becauſe 1 muit acknowledge my 
ſelf to have been an unhappy Example of it, and therefore although theſe 
abominable Principles and Odraflice of the Roman Church are already 
excellently laid open by a multitude of Learned men, ( for She has beſtow'd 
too many ſad inſtances thereof on the World, and this Nation in particular,) 
Tet what T have to ſay, being matter of Fac, /o lately done, and where+ 
in 1 my ſelf was ſo nearly RT 'd, it may (though never þ meanly 
delivered, , 


The Epiſtle Dedicatoty 


delivered, ) poſſibly with ſome be of uſe , more effefiually to prevail 
with them. 

* The matters berejn diſcovered are of 4 various, but all of them of a 
moit black and villainous nature ; ſome relate to the Plot in general, 
wherein you may perceive bow! fur \the defign was Jpread, and how no 
ſmall Number (to my knawledge) were privy thereunto, and certainly the 

poiſon mu5t be aſh at the Root when ſo mny bitle Tikipg: 
were therewith infefted. Tou will find here (beſides what hath been al- 
ready difcovered and proved by others) notice of a curſed hand that durft 
to the ? aera Life of our moſt Gracious Soveraign ; a 
Prince, who beſides the awful ſtamp of Heaven in his Charafter and 
Dignir and the dread Life-guard of Sacred Precepts, Not tortorth 
the Lords Anointed, carries "er in He Perfon fk charms _— 
neſs, Goodneſs, Clemoucy and. Indulgence, os might ſecure bim 
lence even among it Fdeathens and Savages; but no Quality i 
is. Armour of proof agamſt a Popiſh Knife ; no Virtue fufficient to guard 
__ ry 0D ner 4.95 wing 12" ego 

And certainly the Murther of that Loyal Proteſtant- 

Edrnundbury Godfrey, was a thing fo belkſh in it ſelf, and yet rd 
Gods Over-rulmg Providence; fo very conſulerable #n its-influences to this 

poor Nations ation, That 1.um confident it will be no mean fatis-- 
Fefon to all good Proteſtants to be aſcertamed of all chatert oa 
Circumſtances thereunto ; which as far as came 
knowledge , I have here freely and faithfully ſet forth, without adding 
4 word beyond the Truth, ont of -prepudice, or any funſter end ; or con-« 
cealing any thing for my 0wn Repntation; For though to commir Sin 
be the greateſt of ſhame, yet nyenuonſly and penitently to confeſs it, to 
the Glry of God, and warning of onr , is no diſorace, bur the 
greateft Honour, and the: beſt —_ a ſeduced _— can be capa- 


ble of, or able to 
Nor was their other ( onſpiracy againſt the Life of hes Noble Lord, 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Sh herem likewiſe ſet forth, 


wicked and barbarous on theur part in the deſign, my fruſtrated 

by the Providence of God, whe Terafh will couemaly wually bring to nought 

all the miſchievous (ounſels of theſe Romiſh Achirophels, and caſt the 
= ven of ſuch Aſſaſſsmates on their own heads. 

| that part which concerns the H1 Lives of ſeveral of thei 

Prot the ſame is not inſerted out of any Spleen or 1{ will to their 

Perſons, ( for to feveral of them in the. (our of my Trade I have 

| ben beholden, as Mr as they were ten but to give our yp 

liſh World a Tafte of the Leading men of that 

Charch, and to ae qr rar -poſſt ble one eres to confuder whe 
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to all Ptoteſtants; 

kind of Perſons they art, on whoſe Sleeves they jo blindly piri theit 
Faith, and to Whoſe Condutt they Truſt m a matter of fuch uy peaks 
able Importance, as the Salvation or Eternal DeſttuFtion of their S onls : 
And this 1 the' rather Recommend, and hope may. be prevalent ith 
others, becauſe it had ſome Weight with my ſelf 5 for next to Reflettis 
ons an the odious Plot they were Carrying on, and the vile Murther 
they had Engaged me in, The certai- knowledge of the cloſe Hypocrifee 
or groſs Prophaneſs and'lewd Lives of their Ghoſtly Fathers (at leaſt 
moſt of thoſe 1 bad the unhappineſs to be intimately Acquamted with, 
which were not a few; though- I accuſe not All in) that particular.) had 
a ſtrong e to awaken my Thoughts to quit ther? Communion ; 
As conceiving that muſt be « bat Caſo which us'd ſuch wicked Means 
to fupport it; and that it *-was no —_— —— 
Religion; Which had no better Influence para very of thoſe who 


were its Prieſts and chief Promoters. "- 


© The fas greateſt part of this whleNarrative hath abeady been Ate 
teſted upon Oath :: 5 / for the reſt that- is therein aſſerted, as on my 
own Knowle, 1 ſhalt at 'any time" be ready to Juſtifir. aud prove the 
= + And what' 1 received by from others, is every where 

Expreſſed, with the Reaſons and Circumſtances inducing the (redit 


rp therewnto.'- For as 1 was Educated: them from my Childs 


hood, fo 1 had a grent Acquamtance and F with many of the 
Fathers and moſt xg alows perſons yoryhwoar meg, baving 
pee bob Majeſties th, and” the chief of my.'Trade 


Ee eg "the Roman Cathwlick P waſwon. 
The reaſon why I prefume to Dedicate this mean Narrative to fo great 
a Body as all You worthy Proteſtanes-in General {mater == 6. 
becauſe ſincere, and eiculable; becauſe in fome ſort necellary ;. 1 
make you as it were All parties to cheſe Preſents, not only that there may 
be ſo many Living Witneſſes againſt me, if ever either there 
= gayle Or that I ſhowld fall back, ( . 
God forbid ) from that pure Region Which you profeſs, and I # 
thous h lately have-Fmbraced. + 54 more 
mnt your. united Pra ; as well for my mmf 
and growth in Chriſtian rode 4s for my Preſervation againſt the 
Hidlee of thoſe lf Enemies, from whom I am to expe&t the wort 
that Raging Revenge car ſug 2e/?, 6 cruel Malice Execute ; partly 
for my Relinguiſhment-of them, but much more for di ſcloſmg ſome of 
their Proceeds 5 Wheremn- dreal they have not been w , for = 
ſides Lies and Slanders induſtriouſly ſpread, to vilifie and rs. <-b 
ous; andthe depriving me (as far as in them lies) of the Means of a _ 


libood, T was of late credibly informed of a reſolved Deſign azainſt F4 
Life, 
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The: Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Life, and that three perſons had dogged. me. for ſome time for that put- 
poſe Bur the Lord\ is. my .'God, of whom. thea, ſhall I be 
afraid ? To his infoute Protection. I reſign: my ſelf, and. next under 
him to-thar of his Vicegerent, from: whoſe wioſt- gracious a Majelty, 
as likewiſe-from the Noble Lords of bismoſt Flanowrable Councilz as well 
as the: Right Honourable the Edouſe of, Peers, 1 have upon allccaſions 


found-all Juſt Encourugement,. and: very great lndulgence,.arbich! with 


a.thankful. beart 1 deſire to. commemorate, and-publiſh for the Encourage- 
ment: of others. as} 01. itn ds od 
\ The _— _— _ cnn Pons, on ſway the 
reſt at 'their pleaſure): are a moſt; vigilant and;yunwearied ſort. of. [Pe 
to propagate their falſe Dotrines, . and. ſpread, their Tyranny H If fur 
it Experimentally, . who have had the advantage in'a great muaſure to 
know \them'; no. Defeat can: daunt. them, .. nor ſcarce any. Diſappoint® 
ments diſcourage them: no ſooner..is: 0ne\ Plot. diſcovered, i but they 
preſently-lay another. - For /"tis'a Rule that their, Prieſts injoyn their 
people. to believe,. I may. I. am- confident ſay of. moſt,! as firmly, as their 
Creed, 'T hat their | Religion ſhall infallibly one day or other be reſtg- 
red. and eftabliſhed \agam- 2:*England ; and being thus verily. perſwa- 
ded,. they. bear up under. all Miſcarriages, and fill vigorouſly purſue 
the main: deſign, though in New. Methods, and wh different In- 
ments. And therefore it will certainly concern Proteſt ants to be as 
carefull and Aftive to prevent their Deſigns, and. preſerve their. own Re- 
ligion and Lives, as the other are to deſtroy Bath : you have naw-an Op» 
portunity; put ento your hands to cruſh the Cockatrices Egge : O-may you 
all in your ſeveral places and ſtations improve. it, with. Wiſdom, and with 
Courage, and with Integrity : For if the Neck of their Deſign be not now 
throughly broken, if Popery be not now Flam-ſtrung in England ; f 
the Serpents Head be not bruiz{d, and the Vitals. deſtroyed, it may juſtly 
be feared, that it will Revive again, and then the Plot will be only laid to 
fleep;.and not prevented, and the latter end prove worſe than the beginning. 
But:who am I, to adviſe ſo great-and ſo wiſe a Body ? May tht\ God 


of Wiſdom adviſe you and diref- you, and prote you in his Trath and 


in his: Fear. And ſo begging all your Prayers. on my behalf, I ſhall con» 
clude,; and ſubſcribe my ſelf «. | 


Covent-Garden, A Hearry Well-wiſher ls: the Proteſtant 
APIS. 1079: ; Church, and the Welfare of the. 


Males Prance. 
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IG 
NA RRA TIVE 
The whole PxGcerpids touching the 
MURTHER 
Si ED MU ND-DURT CODERET: 
Several othet ks relating to the 


Horrid Popiſh Plot, 
Which! came Within the Knowledge of 
MILES PRAUNCE, 


Of St. Giles's in the Fields, in the County of Mialſex, 
GOLDSMITH: 


2 : » 


| Ikes Prannce was from his Infancy bred up in that 

MM Perſwaſion, which calls it ſelf the Roman Catho« 

lick Religion, having ſeveral very near Relations 

= . = engaged therein; and being under the ſtrong 

Prejudices of Education , and continual Incitements of the 

Prieſts, was very zealous for advancing that Church; being 

made believe, That in order to that end, no means ought td 

be avoided or cſtcemed unlawful. ” 
B | 


[2] 

He had, by long Converſation, contracted as large and in- 
timate an Acquaintance both with the Prieſts and -Jeſuits re- 
ſiding in England, ( eſpecially about London ) as alſo with 
Perſons of Quality of the Rgmiſh Profeſlion, as any man of his 
CareumRagces was capable of. * | | 
\.. He doth well-know, that for divers years laſt paſt, it hath 
been a General Opinion and Expectation amongſt Papiſts, 
That their Religion ſhould .m ſome ſhort time be publickly 
Re-eſtabliſhed in England. And this vain Conceit their 
Prieſts did always yery induftrionſly nopriſh in them , but 
with wgrds more open and peremptory here of late, than be- 
fore: ſo that he, as well as others, had for feveral years, a 
general Intimation , That ſome great thing was ſhortly to be 
dane for the Roman Catholick Cauſe , and that the Redem- 
ption (as they were wont to call it ) was drawing nigh. 
But the firſt dire& and particular Informatian he received of 
the Plot, or any formed Defigne and Refolution to- take 
Arms, was near two years ago, on the occaſion, and in the 


manner fgllowing, viz. _. uti: L-7 
Oge C. Towneley of Townley in Lancaſhire,/a Gentleman of 
a very conſiderable Eſtate, coming up to London with his two 
Sons, in arder to carrying thera over to Doway., there. tobe 
brought up : For that is the general praftice of the Popiſh 
Gentry, to ſend over their Children thither,being made helieve, 
that we. have no good method of Learning in our Engliſh 
Schoots er Univerſities ; but that the onely grand Maſters of 
Education in the warld, are the Jeſuits. By which means,not 
onely our Nation is ſcandaliz'd, and the Wealth thereof pri- 
vately drain'd away, but alſo it comes to pats, that the Chil- 
dren of ſo many Noble and Conſiderable Families, being bred 
up from their tender. years wholly under their Fuition, they 
have the better opportunities to inſtil Traiterous and Diſloyal 
Principles into their minds, plant in them an-endleſs hatred a- 
gainſt the Proteſtant Religion, and in general, gain ſuch . an 
Aſcendant over them, that as they were their Maſters and Tu- 
tors in their Youth, fo they behave themſelves as their Gover- 
nours all their lives afterwards : the Eſtates of many Popi 


Gentry being as abſolutely at the Prieſts diſpoſe, as at their 


own. 
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[3] 
own. - Theſe things he knows to be true, and of very perni- 
cious Conſequence ; and cherefore hopes 'tis no o unkealonable 


digreſſion co mention them: 
This Mr. Townley coming. to-Town on this occaſion, did 


 ikewiſe bring up with him his two Brothers to keep him Com- 


pany , arid rook Lodgings at one Airies houſe in 

where' John Fenwick a notorious Jeſuit and Arch-traitor, now 
in cuſtody , then had his Reſidence! where, after they had 
continued ſome ſhort time, the faid Mr. Townley and one of 
his Brothers went over to Doway with the two Lads, and left 
the other here ; who, in the abſence of his Brothers , decla- 
red very often to Mr. Prannce's Wives Brother, and to-one 
Adamſon. > Watch-maker, That when his Brothers carne back 
from Flanders, they expeRed toreceive Conimiſſions from the 
Lord Bellaſis ' and other Catholick Lords concern'd, for the 
raiſing of men to carry on the'Catholick Cauſe. And this 
his Brother and the faid Adamſor ſeveral times told again to 
Mr. Praunce at Pedley's houſe m YVere-ſtteet', where was kept 
a frequent Club, conſiſting of none but Papiſts. 

That during the rime that the Duke of Buckingham , the 
Earl of Shaftsbury, the Lord-Wharton 5 and- Lord $ 1 
were confined in the Tower, one Mr. Keighly, a perſon ( re- 
nant ood Eſtate, was pleas'd in Ak to expreſs his 

y-and CrafaBtion {+ ſich their Confinethene : For, faid he, 
Now is the time for the Promoting wor Religion ; (mean- 
ing Popery:;) and if bis Royal Highneſs be but ſure, and will fol- 
low the Buſineſs cloſe hs (ich he faid Catholicks had 
grounds to yo fo wou d) and we can but firike whilſt the 
tron is hot, and not loſe e opportunities, I do not but our Re- 
ligion may ' ſpeedily- be ſettled in England : for no juncture of 


time can appear more fair or favongeb for the Buſineſs then the 


Preſent. 
That about a year ago, being in Company with one ' Single 
ton a Popiſh Prieſt , at the houſe of one Hall a Cook in Ivy- 


lane, London, the (aid Prieft, in the preſence of Mr. Prannce 
'and the faid Hall, did fay theſe words following : That be 


boped he ſbould be ſettled in a Pariſb-Church before a Twelve- 


month came about ; for he did not fear but that the Catholick, Re- 


ligion 


*y 
ligion would rdign in England : and to advance it, be would 
rot any more watter to Stab Forty Parkement-men, than to 


eat bis Diner : he being then ſitting at Dinner with his Knife 


in his hand. Concerning this zealous Gentlemais pranks, we 


ſhall have occafion to ſpeak more hereafter. 
That one Mr. Ridley a Chirurgion, living at the Houſe that 


was late the Lord Baltamre's in Wild-ftreet , walking in Wild- 


Garden, declared , That he expeRed to be a Chirurgion ta 
the. Catholick Army in Exzgland ; and that he hoped the Lord 
Bellaſes, whom he knew was one chief perſon to Command it, 
would much ſtand-his friend in that concern. . And ſince the 
Diſcovery of the Plot; upon Mr. Praunce's information, there 
was a Popifh Prieſt, one Fincham by name, . being a Prieſt. to - 
the Lady Saveil, "taken | in the faid Mr. Ridleys Houſe, where 
he was ſheltered; but ſince, by the mediation of good ys 
he is, as 'tis ſaid, fone beyond the Scas. 

That in'the Month of dof, 16 _ Mr. Prannce | 
occaſion to, write to a friend in the Countrey , but not rs: 
ing certainly how to fend; went to one Mr. Pafton, whom he 
had ſome reafons to believe could inform him therein ; he lodg- 
ed then at, one Bamber'sa Taylor in Dauke-ſtreet, and had great 
reſort of Jeſuites and Prieſts to his Chamber : after he had fa- 
tisfied him in the particular matter he came to him about, they 
immediately fell into diſcourſe of publick Aﬀairs, and the in- 
tereſt of Catholick Religion,; and he bid Mr. Praunce not to 
fear any thing , for all would ſuddenly he well : for in the 
firſt.place, he aid, It was true, the King was a great Heretick, 
but the Lord Bellaſis, the Lord Arundel, the Lord Powis, and 
Lord Peters, (theſe four Noblemen he well remembers he na- 
med) world have a gallant Army for the Depoſing, or Diſpoſing 
(he cannot now certainly ſay which of thoſe words he uſed,bur 
is ſure it was one of them) of the King, and utter ſubverſion of 
all the Proteſtants 3 and then the Catholick Religion ſhould be 
eftabliſht and flouriſh in this Nation. And he —_ farther ſaid, 


That the Lords had already given out Commi ;ſſrons to divers Gen- 


tlemen in the Country far raiſing their Troops 3 and he named ſeve- 
ral of them ; 'amongſt whom he well remembers one was 


_ Mr. Talbot. of Longford ; another, Sir Henry Bedingfield of Ox- 


borough- 


b 
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. 
boriwigh-hall in Norfolk,; and a third Mr. Stoner , who lives 
within four or five miles of Kingſton upon Themes : others 
he nientioned, whole names he does not fo well retain. 

7. That about eight or ten days before Michaelmaſs, 16 78, 
he had a more clear diſcovery of the Deſign in hand , That 
they intended to leavy War, to ſubvert the Government, Oc. 
for being at the Chamber of Father. Ireland the Jeſuite, {ince 
Executed for Treaſon, he lodging then in Ruſſel-ftreet, where 
were likewiſe preſent John Fenwick-and ,Fohn.Grove., the ſaid 
Ireland did declare , That there would VERT. $ HORTLY be 
Fifty thouſand men in Arms. At which Mr. Prannce, as ſur- 
priſed, - demanded of him, where they would have them, and 
what they were to do ? to which he anſwered, We muſt have 
them ſpeedily to ſettle our Religion here , or clſe all will be ruined. 
Then Mr. Praxnce inquired who ſhould command them ? to 
which Fenwickundertook to make anſwer, and ſaid, That they 


ſbonld be Commanded by the Lord Arundel, Lord Bellaſjs, Lord 


Powis, and othert. Whereupon, Mr. Prannce apprehending 
the fatal miſchiefs and diſtractions of a Civil War, faid to 
them , What then ſhall we poor Tradeſmen do ? the ſame Fen- 
wick rep! yed, Tou far your part of all men need not fear a Trade, 
for you (being a Goldfmith) will hawe enough in your way by 
0x ary And ſeveral ſuch diſcourſes then paſſed between 
them, whereby he plainly underſtood, 'that there wasa grand 
Plot; and .near fo be. put in execution, and that they were 
very confident of the ſucceſs; . 

8. That foon after this,the ſaid Grove came to Mr. Praunce $ 
ſhop to buy two Silver-ſpoons for a Chriſtening where he was 
to be Godfather ; and taking occaſion to ſpeak of their laſt 
recited diſcourſe at Father Ireland's ; Mr. Prawunce askt him 
what Office he the faid Grove was to have in the Catholick 
Army : but he declined to anſwer direQly , and at Jaſt faid, 
He did not know AS YET. Then being askt again, who-were 
to govern this intended Army, he named the Lord Bellaſis, the 


| Lord Arwndel, the Lord Powis,and the Lord Peters; and aid, 
that they had already Commiſſions for that purpoſe. 


9. The Prieſts themſelves were not onely the grand Cor- 
trivers of this deſperate Deſign , with Counſel and Encoy- 
C ragemienty 


1 6] 
ragement, .but likewiſe intended to. be atually concern'd iti 
the Butcheries, as well as the Laiety : for very near the ſame 
time , .Mr. le Fewre a Prieſt, whom Mr. Praunce was well ac- 
uvainted with ; as having ſold him ſeveral Chalices, Crewets, 
Baſons, Ol-boxes for Extreme Un&Gion., and ſuch-dike Uten- 
fils, came to his Shop to buy a ſecond-hand Silver-hilt for a 
Sword ; whereupon, he askt him what he meant to do there- 
with; for he had a good Sword already? the ſaid te Fevre an- 
fwered there were times'coming on,wherem Catholicks would 
have pood occaſion for Weapons, and therefore he would 
be ſure to be provided, by getting another ſpecial Sword, and 
wonld haveſuch an Hilttoit. 
ro. Happening one day to ſee Mr. Moor, that beboings is r6 
the Duke of Norfolk, riding in the ſtreets upon a very brave 


Horſe; meeting him-ſoon after in the Court at Somerſet-Houle, | 


Mr. Praunce was ſaying what a gallant Beaſt he ſaw him miount- 
ed upon lately : whereupon , the ſaid Mr. Moor wiſhed that 
he had ten Thouſand of them ; but faid, that he in 2 
very ſhort time we ſhould have Ten thouſand as Horſes, 
and mounted with brave men, well Arm'd and Accoutred, for 
the advancing of the Catholick Cauſe : which he ſpoke & opens 
ly, and in a braving manner, as if he were not afraid to own 
the thing, nor cared who heard him. 

rx. Inlike manner, and much about the ſame time , ks 


heard Mr. Meſſinger , Gentleman of the Horſe to the Lord 


Arundel, boaft , That he doubted not but to fee the Catholick 
Religion flouriſh ere long throughout England, and Hereticks 
to be rooted out : for he hoped to ſee a gallant Army one of 
theſe days, to effect fo glorious a work. The ſame man was 
afterwards engagedin the horrid Deſigns of Murthering the 
Kings Sacred Majeſty, and alſo of the Right Honourable the 
Farl of Shaftsbury ; -of which a FR Account is ——_ 


afterwards given. 


After God, by a Miracle of Mercy to theſe Nations , had 
been pleaſed to'give ſome Diſcovery of the-Plot , their inſo- 
lence was little-daunted ,* and their malice encreaſed ; contrt- 
ving new ways to deſtroy all that oppoſed them , and to in- 
volve us in Blood and Contuſjon.---For, 

1-2. . When the Order came forth for tendring the Oaths of 
Alle. 
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Allegiance and Supremacy to all Roman Catholicks , one Mr, 
Lawrence, an Apothecary in Drury-lane, came to Mr. Praunces 
Houle, to borrow a Book which had in ir the forms of the ſaid 
Oaths, ſeeming very much diflatisfied and offended about it 5 
and after ſeveral Complaints, and Murmurings againſt Author 
rity, did ſpeak theſe words ---I wiſh with all my Tos half the 
Parliament were poyſoned. , for they will ruine us all, meaning 
all Papiſts. Now .how exceeding dangerous may a perſon , 
continuing under fuch deſperate Principles,and of that Frade;, 
be tothe Nation, in deſtroying privately, ſuch as ſhall oppoſe 
their Helliſh Deſigns ? for 'tis reaſonably to be feared , that 
he that had mad zeal and malice enough to wiſh half the 
Members of that moſt Honourable Aſſembly poyloned , will 
ſcarce ftick to try a piece of his skill upon any particular He- 
retick or Hereticks,when the Intereſt of their Bloody Church 
ſhall command , . or. proſpe& of conſiderable gain invite there- 


unto. | | 
13. That about a fortnight before St. Thomas's day laſt, 


Mr. Praznce having an intimate Acquaintance with the Lord 
Arnudel of Warder's Butler, he told Mr. Praunce, (. but with 
a obligation of Secrecy, ) That the before-mentioned 
Mr. Meſſinger (| his Lords Gentleman of the Horſe ) was to 
Kill the King, and to have a vaſt Reward, if he eſcaped with 
his Life, as 'twas well hoped, the buſineſs was ſo neatly con- 
trived, that he might : But however, if he ſhould. miſcarry or 
ſuffer in or for the Attempt, then he having appointed be- 
fore-hand . what Friends: ſhould have the ſaid Reward, it 
ſhould be diſtributed faithfully to them by the ſaid Lord 
Arundel, Powis, and the reſt of the Lords that were in the 
Plot. Whereupon, within a day or.two after, Praunce meet- 
ing with the ſaid Meſſenger in Lincolns-Inne-fields, aiter ſome 
previous and. preparatory diſcourſe, asked him , Why he 
would kill the King ? At which queſtion he appeared ſtrange- 


ly furprized and confounded, as wondering how he ſhould 


cometo know of {uch his traiterous Intention : But Mr.Praxnce 
ſeeming not willing to give him any occaſion of tear, he, re- 
colleQing himſelf, ſaid, Who told you of it © To whuch the 0- 
ther anſwered, That their Butler intimated ſo muck to. him, as 
a Friend ; whereupon he onely ſaid, No, no, we are off of 


that 


NT — — — 
. 


[S] 
that thing now: giving him to underſtand as if they had taken 
ſome new Meaſures. Then Mr. Praunte took leave of hh, 
who ſeemed much troubled at the Diſcovery: and:after he 
was gone a few paces from him,call'd him back againand ask'd 
him to drink with him ; but he told him, that his buſineſs re- 
quired haſte, and ſo avoided going with him. - Then he ad- 
Jur'd him not to ſpeak of that bufineſs to any. body living. 
But afterwards the poor Butler came to Praunce's ſhop , and 
told him, That he had received great Anger, and was like to 
be undone, becauſe he had told him what Mr. Meſſenger was 
to have done. | | oh 

14. In the fame ſtreet where Mr. Prannce lives, viz. Prin- 
ces-fireet in Covent-garden, there dwells one GROVE a Papiſt, 
( Nephew to Fobn Grove , lately executed for deſigning to 
murther the King) who is fill, at the writing hereof; ſuffered 
to teach School there. This perſon, after the Condemnation 
of his Uncle, ſaid very confidently, That there was no ſuch 
Plot at all as was pretended, © for it was onely a Plot of the 
Proteſtants : And to vilifie the Kings Evidence, though moſt 
plain and pregnant, (according to the uſual method of all Pa- 
pPiſts, who make it their grand buſineſs to throw upon them all 
wmaginable Scandals) ſaid, That they were all Rogues that 
ſwore againſt his Uncle. Whereupon Mr. Praxnce (of whom 
he then had no miſtruſt , but lookt upon him as firm to their 
Party) faid, But then what think you of the Fifty thouſand 
menthat were ſuddenly tobe raiſed ? which to my knowledge 


he knew of : for I well remember he told me of it. Which 


plain Argument of his Uneles Treaſon from Mr. Praunce, the 
faid Grove not being able to deny, ſaid, That poſſibly bis Un- 
ele might ſpeak that in jeft. Such ſorry Evaſions will they make 
ufe of to out-face Truth , bolfter up their villanous Pratices, 
and make ignorant and credulous people belieye, That all their 
Traitors are Saints, or at leaſt Martyrs. 

Farther Particulars which have fallen withm the ſaid Mzles 
Prannce's Copnizance touching the Plot in general, ( though 
ſeveral material ones there are) we ſhall not heze mention, as 
being not yet fit to be-publickly divulg'd ; but proceed to the 
Maurther- of Sir Edymnd-bury Godfrey, im which Mr. Prannce 
was unhappily concern'd. 
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| La k | 
He deſign of Murthering this Innocerit and Nevets 

to-be-forgorten Gencleman was laid,and fome Ar- 
temprs . made to Execute.irbefore it was ar all 
' Commmiunicated' unro! Mr. Prance; | for: he hart 
| fince heard by Girald and - Kelly (Iriſh Popiſh 
Prieſts concerned in the Murther) and others, that once; ſome fniall 
time before they acquainted him with' it; a'Gentleman paſſing 


' by Somme}ſet»- Houſe, that was very: like Sir Edmoridbury in Scaruee; 


Phiſiognomy and-Habir ; ſome of them miſtook, and Comple- 
mented him as Sr. Edmondbury, bur the Stranger denying the Name, 
or that he was any ſuch Perſon, they were ſo confident, as 'to 
think. he did ic out' of Caution, to avoid them. : And therefore 
peremptorily told him he was Sr. Edmundbazy  Godfrty, which he as 
poſitively denying, they made ſome arttemprs ro p_ him into the 
Houſe, but ar laſt perceiving their miſtake, Releaſed hiro, , pre- 
tending it was only to have drank a Bottle of Wine wich hin 
Likewiſe they ſaid that once or. oftner;-they had dogged him 
into.the Fields, and our parts of the Towribur _—_ the Day 
time, could meet with no opportunity to/iſpþatch | him./! - - | 
' 2. Or Sunday, wanting. but - a. Day ofa Fortnight! before the: 
Murther commitred, coming fromi the Queens Chappel; the .ſaid 
Girald and Kelly together with Robert Green Cuſhion-man to the: 
Chappel,  Lawwence Hill, Do&tor Goddm's Man ( whith,-Do&or is 
Treaſurer of the Chappel ) and Mr. Prance went ('4s commonly 
they did every Sunday ) to the Ploigh-Alchouſe by the Watergate 
( asthey call it, thar is the farthermoſt Gate or Paſſage going down 
out of the Strand to the Warterfide ) of Sommerſet- Houſe ; Where 


D vihieh 


_ aker ſome common friendly Diſcourſe and Talke -of- the Plot 


ir 1g 
which was then begun” to be diſcovered. Girald 4s Prieſt, in a 
familiar plauſible way askt Praxce ifhe did nor know Sr. Edmundbury - © 
- 6 rold him he had heard of him, ant feen him 7 bur 
-no particular Acquaintance with him. Then he: askt if he 
_ did not know what a bitter Perſecutor he was to Catholicks, and 
a particular Enemy to -the Queens Servants ( which 'ris ſuppoſed 
wa becauſe Prance was one of them: ) And now of late ( ſaid 
he) he has examined People 'us; ahd* por' Depoſitions to - 
fix odions Crimes and Scandals upon us and our Religion ; To - 
which Prance anſwered that he heard he had lately raken ſome => 
aminations concerning: the Plot, but did not know the | 
lars, though he underſtood there was a great deal of Noiſe brad 
abour it, hear that Mr.” Ireland and others laſt Night were 
taken ; Fhe other eld him thar the ſaid Sr. was 
ſo nn an Enemy, and hag done ſuch things that if he were 
ns rs be pare; 
It was a the and 
the good of the Church wo rt Abit cats find an 
todo it, we a very Reward from 
egg r r Ac than 'the Lord Bellaſts,- and therefore (Taith the 
faid" Girald ro Prance ) looking upon you 25+ good Catholick and 
char' will nor deny ſo good: a Service to the Church ;. - we would 
have you be-aiding 2nd” affiſting ro -us init. - This was the ve-” 
ryaEftec, and a5nett- a5 he can remember the Wards of his firſt 
Diſcourſe. 


'Fo which, bei feprifed with Metror an "I unex od. 
Eruct a Motion pf e anfryered; no, he could not be concern- 
ed,” nor would be Guiey of any Mans Blood for a World. For 
Murther was a greivous and*moſt- mortal Sin. The Prieſt re- 
plied, Alas, this is no'Sin, bur'a Work 'of Charity. - There is no 
Maurther in this Cafe, it'is for :the Glory of God and the: good of 
the Church, and therefore —_ ooght to do it. - With ſeveral 
othet Words'ro char Þ 
EE toy te i: 266 Ges 
the ghly- encouraging, 
Praxce and the reſt preſent ( whom ic ſeems they had fg ek 
before)" chereunto, aa" merirorious Work. * Yer ſtill} Praxce told: 
. thetn he” could not kill any Man, for he was nor 
' ablero force his Mind -to fuch:an Action ; Girald faid, he: deſired 
him to be no furcher concerned than he would be himſelf, and that: 
” hewould make of killing. rwenty Hereticks jn ſuch a Caſe, 
and'tharthere was 'no et init, for it might eakily be effected. 
” and nobodyrhe Wiſer; Several ſuch Words and Diſcourſes pal- 


(ed, 


BY; 


n_ wy, | 
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ba Ar laſt they told him he wy ndt be troubled ro d6 the 


Buſineſs, - bur ſhould only ſtand ar. a diſtance, and that they were 
ſure he would not deny to-do, for \ by cheir very declaring, the By- 
fineſs, he-was already whe cenmand as that came to, unleſs he 
would berray _ which .if he did, he was cerrainely Dainned; 
norſhould eſcape. long here without Revehge: 

Theſe, to the * beſt of marry wy were the ſubſtantt of all chr 
Arguments to him.. Nor any particular reaſon o 
their Malice, only that Sr. fun, ox Lane buſy Man, and 


was going abour to ruine all the Catholicks in England, and that 


7 ic was neceſſary to deſtroy bim, elſechey ſhould be all undone. Ini 


fine, ſo importunare they were, that by theſe curſed Perſtiaſions 
from Priefts whom be had been taught ro Reverence; 
and receive their ' Words as OQraclesz Prance was prevailed with, 
(wich hearty Sorrow, Shame and'Comrition, he defires to acKnow- 
ledg it ) ro-keep their bloady Councels, nor daring both on a Re« 
ligious and Temporal Account to. reveal the ſame, fearing as well 
Damnation the _ if he ſhould parry: it, as Ruine 
How being one Majeſties Servants, . and ſo a-part OL 
his whol e Livelyhood depending on her pr ares {ove 
oy grgr bur oe Prieſts by their Iacereſt and 
ſome falſe Informations might eafily undo him, beſides che Danger * 
he-lay under of a privare Stab or - like Miſchief fromthemi.. _.. 
Fhen they acquainted him char ſome ochers were engaged in the 
Buſinek, belides thoſe then preſent, naming Henry Berry Porter rd 
the Queens Majeſty at the upper Court Gare, one Lewſon a Prieft, * 
and Philip Vernatti, who did belong to the Lard Bellafis, heretofore - 
Pay-maſter at Taxgier ,and much indebred tothe ſaid Lord: Who 
rogether ' with ark. and Kelly ( as tis believed) were the firſt 
chat-were ingaged in the Buſineſs, and thar the faid Yernatti mighr 
be-induced thereto by. ſome Promiſe, That his Debt ſhould be 
remitted, and further Rewards promiſed... . 
They likewiſe aid there ſhould be one more i init, whoſe Nante 
(as-they thentold ir.) he doch not remember. And 35 be fince un- 
derſtands, there were ſeveral ochers concerned,So defperarely 


y were 


_ the Original Contrivers ſer-upon. this Gentlemans Murther 


That to-effe& ir throughly they Yey laid everal diftin& Plors, and Im-: 
ployed Se Seperns ents unknown to each other. Bur thoſe. 
above mentioned were. all chat he chen knew of for his parr, or 
that they diſcovered rohim. _ - 

- 3- In the Week following, ſome of chem mer wich him ſeverat 
times at the ſame Houſe, and appoinred ro meer the next, Sunday, 
which - accordingly they. did: Walking immediately from dr - 
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1 down tw the. Water-lide, where they preſently fell 


che © 
ultation about the manner of effecting this Horrid Mur- 


ther. - Bur did nor there come to any Reſolution, bur went from 


thence to the ſaid Plongh ro drink, where they concluded to dogg 


_ or-watch. Sr. Edmundbury the next Week, and that-whoever of- | 
them could firſt ſees him in'a Convenient. Place, ſhould give the- | 


-4:)Parſuant-to-'chis Reſolve, as he ſince underſtood, Green. and 


+ \ 


ſome off the reſt-were at Sr. Edmnundbwy's Houſe, and endeavou-- | 
redro-watch. him, bur as appears, could-nor light on a fic Oppor-- | 


eunity:-- They mer: ſomerimes in the: former part of that Week; 
bur::Prance- never: concerned himſelf: ro go-to his. Houſe, or elſe-: 
where, -ro look-for; or-after:him,; But. on Saturday the. 1 2th. of- 
Oftober in the Morning. Girald, - Green. and Hill, went forth co ob- 
ſerveihis Motions, and Kelly:the other Prieſt who lodged in Som- 
merſet- Houſe; and knew: of their going, came about nine a Clock 
in. the Forenoon to:Prance's Houſe, to acquaint him therewith, and 
| him to .be. at home in a readineſs; The firſt three went 
near. Sr.. Edmundbury Godfrey's, and whilſt cwo ftaid ſome little way 
off, - Hill:went: up to his Houſe, and inquited for Sr. Edmiundbury, 
and underſtanding he: was: within, Spake. with him, and'preren- 
ded ſotne fained Buſineſs as 'tis believed, but not certainly known. 
what 1-was,- and fo he returned to his Companions ("This Ac- 
count. He relates as- he. had it from themſelves, viz, Girald and 
*Green, afterwards, being nor preſent then himſelf, bur at home as 
* aforeſaid.) _ | | 

5. About ten. or eleven: a Clock Sr. Edmundbury came forth 
all atone ( as his manner was, for, being a Plain Stour Gencle- 
man,: he never or. very ſeldom went abroad attended- with any 
Servans,' which :chey-/ very well knew. ) They waiting - for -him 
privately, dogged him to ſeveral: Places, up and down. all the 


reſt of the Day, as his Buſineſs led him, till abour-fax or ſeven. 


aClock: ag, Night he -came to St. Clements, and went into a great 
Houſe chere,- where . it is thought.he Supped.. Then Green lefr 
the other two, and. came to Prance's Shop, but he nor: beeing, 
at: home;: but at: a publique Houſe hard by, he ſent for him, 
and'informed him. that they had now fer Sr. Edmundbuy in St. 
Clements. ( but the ;particular Houſe he did not name or declare 
. to him, . ſo.as- he. might know whoſe ic was, ) but only told him 
that. he muſt make all the haſt he could down-to Sommerſet- 
Houſe to the Water-Gate, + where he ſhould find Kelly the Prieſt 
_ aud. Berry the Parter;: Accordingly Prance left - his Company, / 
went thither, and found them. walking in-the. Yard, where they 
6634.7 4 | three 
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three ſometimes walking , and ſometimes fitting on the. Bench; 
continued till about nine of the Clock; And then Sr. Edmund- 
bury as it appears came forth of the. ſaid Place by St. Clements, 
and preſencly Hill came runing away before, up Street to give 


# Notice that he was coming. And ordered that for to wheadle him 


in, two ſhould pretend to be a Quarrelling, and having thus ſaid, 
the aid Hill goes up again to the Water-Gate, and ſtood there 
to expect his coming by, and intice him in. In the mean time 
Kelly the Prieſt and Berry began a ſeeming Quarrel, but made no 
great Noiſe; and Sr. Edmundbury coming along the Strand, juſt 
as he was paſling by. the Water-Gate, Hill ( who well knew 


| Sr. Edmundbury, and Sr. Edmundbury him, as having traded with 
J him for Coals ) ſtepsup to him as in a great deal of Haſte, and 


lays, for God lake, Ir, Edmundbury Godfrey be pleaſed ro come 
in, for here are rwo Men a Quarrelling, and Iam afraid there 
will be Blood ſhed berween them. Pough, Pough, ſaid Sr. 
Edmundbury, refuſing at firſt co trouble hiniſelt, bur Hill fill cry- 
ing out he feared there might be a great deal of Harm done, and 
how glad he wasto light on his Worſhip, who being a Magiſtrate, 
his Preſence would preſently quiet them, and therefore intreated 
him again juſt ro ſtep in; The Gallant Gentlemans good Na- 
ture, was ſuch, not fuſpetting any Harm, but deſigning to do 
an A& of Charity, and ro endeavour that the Peace might be 
kept according to his Office, that he was prevailed with by 
the Treacherous Perſwaſions of the Aſſaflinate, to turn into the 


Trap they had laid for him. 


6. Hill entred the Gate firſt, Sr. Edmundbury follows him 
and immediately behind him, Giwald and Green ; they coming 
down as ſoon as they had paſt Prance ( who ſtood cloſe up to 
the Wall unſeen) went forwards towards the Water-Gate, to ob- 
ſerve any that ſhould come that way, and Bury then went 
to ſecure. the Stairs and Paſſage by the Chappel. Bur firſt he 
and Kelly were the pretended Quyarrellers, and ſtood juſt ar 
the end of the Raile by the Queens Stables, and as Sr. Edmund- 
bury wen, down, Green who walk. juſt behind him, having in 
readineſs a large twiſted Handkerchif, on a ſudden threw the 
ſame abour his Neck, and immediately they all fower, viz. Gi- 


 rald, Kelly, Green and the ſaid Hill fell upon him, ſecured his 


Sword, - pull'd bim down, throtled him, fo that he could nei- 


| ther, Cry out, nor Speak, 'drew him behind the Rail and 


gave him many violent Punches on the Breaſt with their 
Knees,and haying as they ſuppoſed diſpatcht him, and thar he had 
lain - fill. for a while, fearing he was not yer quite dead, Gi- 
rald the Prieſt would have run his Sword through him, but the 

| =” E reſt 


_ 

reft would not yeild to that, for they ſaid then ir would be 
diſcovered by the Blood, fo that at their Perſwaſion he put 
up his. Sword again, and did not do it ; however to make - 


worke, Green got upon him, and punching him with all his * 
Force on the Breaſt with his Knee, wrung his Neck round ; }? 
The firſt Attaque, viz, Green's flinging the twiſted Handker- | 


chif about his Neck, and their falling upon him, Prance Saw, 
but then Immediately went to the Water-Gate, and as for the 
reſt of the TranſaQtions, he had it from all their Mouths aker- 
wards, and particularly as to the wringing of his Neck, Green 
told of it himſelf, for he boaſted of it; and the bloody min- 
ded Prieſt Girald, ſeeing him Dead, ſaid theſe Words : -Well 


if we could not have inticed him in here, 1 reſolved T would bave ' 


followed him, down Hartſ-horn Lane that leads to his own Houſe, 
and there would have run him through with my own Hand. | 
But it was otherwiſe ordered by the Hand of Ged, who 
though he ſometimes ſuffers wicked Men to perpetrate their 
barbarous Deſigns, yet he often 'over-rules them fo far as thar 
they themſelves againſt their Intentions , comribure to the Diſ- 
covery, or brings by infinite Wiſdom and Power, Good our of 
Evil, and ſerves the Intereſts of his Church and People even 
by the Cruelties of their implacable Enemies. For had they 
killed him in another Place, or diſpoſed of his Body in anocher 
manner, *tis poſſible ir had never been found out, and in char: 
Caſe, or if they had not been ſuffered to be fo far Infatuated 
by the Devil as to Murther Him; *tis probable their Hellifh 
Plot had never been ſufficiently taken notice of, till felc in the 
diceful Effe&ts, ſo that Sr. Edmwndbury muſt juſtly be tiled, the 
King and Kingdoms Martyy , fince his Death ( though in it ſelf 
molt horrid and deplorable ) was yet through the infinite. Mer- 
cy of God, a means to preſerve the Lives Cy many Thouſands. 
7. Having ſtaid at the Gate about a Quarter of an Hour, 
in all which time no body offered to come in that way, Prance 
went down to them, and likewiſe Berry came from his Poſt ar 
the Stairs, and then they all ſet upon removing che Body, 
which they carried in at a Door right againſt the place where 
he was Murthered, and ſo up a Pair of Scairs that goes into/a 
long Entry leading into the upper Court by the Coach-Houſes, 
and then into Door Goddin's Lodgings, who was Treaſurer of the 


Chappel to the Queen, where the ſaid Hiltlived, and did all the - 


| Dodtors Buſineſs, being the firſt Door on the. lefr Hand in the. 
ſaid Entry, Hill going before and opening the Door ; Then they 
carried him up five or fix Steps, into a lirtle Room on the Righc 


Hand, where they ſer the Body wich his Back leaning againſt a 


Bed, 
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Bed, and fo wo_ Hill there as being at home, the reſt depaned; 
and diſperſed themſelves, every Man to his own Dwelling ; get- 
ting home about ten ofthe Clock, or berween ten and eleven. 
8. The Body lay in that Room, Saturday-Night, Sunday 
all Day and Night, and until Munday at Night, and then Prance 
coming from Home about ten of the Clock down to Hill's, to 
know if they had diſpoſed thereof, or how they would do it, be- 
cauſe he had heard nothing from them; Hil cold him that he and 
the reſt had that Evening a little before,carried him out to a Room 
croſs the upper Court of Sommerſet-Houſe, for fear Notice ſhould - 
be taken of their keeping the other Room ſo long private, or that 
ſome body ſhould have occaſion to go intoit, and diſcover him; 
then Mr. Prance went ro the Plough AMe-Houſe; where he found 
Green, Girald and Kelly, and preſently Hill came thither alſo, and 
Hill with a dark Lanthorn went with the other three Z&7c. toſhew 
Mr. Prance where the Body lay, which was in the ſaid Room in 
the upper Court upon the Ground, covered with a Cloth over 
the Head, bur his Sword was nor there, bur ſtill kepe hidden in 
Hilt's Houſe ; So having ſeen the Body, every Man went home: 
' 9: There rhe Corps continued Munday-Night, and all Tueſ- 
day till about nine ofthe Clock ar Night, and then all the ſaid five 
Perſons, viz. Girald, Kelly, Green, Hill and Berry took him our of 
the ſaid Room, and brought him back croſs the Courr-Yard to the 
aforeſaid long Entry by Do@or Goddin's Door, bur Hill going 
in before to his own Lodging, found ( as they declared after ) ſome 
body there, ſo that they could not with ſafery lay him in the ſame 
Room where he was firſt before, and ” wary On they carried him 
into another Room on the left Hand going from the upper Court 
juſt oppoſite ro Door Goddin's Door, which as is ſuppoſed was Sr. 
John Arundel's Lodgings who is Maſter of the Horſe to the Qyeen.: 
-10. There the Body lay Tueſday-Night, and till Wedneſday 
abour nine a Clock at Night; and then all che ſaid five perſons un- 
dertook to convey ir back again ro the Room in DoCtor Goddin's 
Lodgings where Hill Lived, and where it was laid art firſt, they 
imagining as Mr. Prance ſuppoſes that chey might have more free- 
dom, and bercer opportunity to carry it from thence unperceived, 
than from the other place ; But during the time chey were ſo remoy- 
ing him,and juſt as they had the Body in the Entry,Mr. Prante ac- 
cidentally came that way, and they not knowing who it might hg, 
feft the Body there, and began to fly, Berry running away quite to 
his Lodge, bur Mr. Prance calling to them,they knowing his Voice, 


came back, and then rhey alt (bur Berry who was fo gon ) ſer to 
their Hands and got ic up again imo the ſaid litcle Room in Doctor 
Goddin's Lodgings, where it was at firſt, 


There 


C67. 


11. There they entred into a ſerious Conſultation, and the two 


Prieſts Girald and Kelh(whether by order of Superiors or not,cannor 


here be ſer forth becauſe they named no body that had ſo ordered, 
but delivered it as their own Senſe ) adviſed that the ſafeſt and beſt 
way was to carry him out into the Fields and lay him in ſome ob- 
ſcure Place,in ſuch a manner as thar when ever he ſhould be found ir 
might be ſuppoſed that he murther'd himſelf, which would much 
ſerve the Intereſt of the Church, when it ſhould be publickly known, . 
that he who was ſo buſy in charging Catholicks with a Plor,was ſo 
croubled afterwards for ſo abuſing them in the ſame, that he made 
away himſelf; and therefore it was agreed that none of his Mony 
or other things ſhould be medled with, the better to colour char 
Report ; and indeed if they did take away any Note-Book or other 
Writing from him,it was in Prance's > "ue A he never ſaw them 
ſearch his Pockets, nor doth know what became of his Band, bur 
ſuppoſes the ſame might be loſt in ſome of their removes, and be- 
ing found by ſome Papiſt,when the Body was after diſcovered, and 


enquiry made after the Band,the ſame might be kept concealed, be- 


cauſe ir ſhould not be any Evidence that he. was murthered there. 

12. This being well approved of, it. was. further reſolved to 
carry the Body away that Night about rwelve of the Clock, to 
which Purpoſe Hill and another yndertook to get a Sedan, and 
appointed all to meet there at eleven aClock ; in the mean time 
they went home. Mr. Prance calling as he paſſed, upon Berry 
to let him know that he muſt be. ready on ſuch a Sign to open 
the Gate. | x Þ ME 

13. Near eleven a Clock that Night Mr., Prance returned, 
and found all the four; viz, Hull, Green, Girald and Kelly there, and 
a Sedan: provided , ſtanding ready at Do&or Goddin's Door. 
Now by that time they had contrived which way to carry him and 
got him into the Sedan, it was neer twelve a Clock, then Gyrald 
and Prance going to carry him, found there- wanted Leathers and 


' were not able to carry him well with their Arms, ſo Hill provide 


Cords, which they tyed-in the nacure of Leathers,and then Gyrald 
and Prance took him.up and carried him over the. Coun-Yard up 
to the Lodge and there gave an Hum (-which was the Token a- 
reed on) and thereupon Bury came forth and:opened the Gate and, 
ja them ourt,having on purpoſe to avoide any; Notice being taken, 
invited the Souldiers into his Houſe with Drink and Tobacco, for 
by ſaw no Centinel at all, and ar the Tryal,the Souldiers which 
char Night ſtood, Cenrinel acknoyledged that Rey law a Sedan 
come in,but none go out, and-indeed ic was Impoſiible they ſhould, 
they not being there, bur in Bury's Houſe, where were Lights ſeen 

and Company heard talking. . | ESE 
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Being thus pot out of Sommerſet-Houſe , Hill run before to 
cer ready an Horſe. But whole the Horſe was, or where prO» 
vided, Mr. Prance doth nor know, Thea Girald and Prance 
carried him into Covent. Garden to the end of Zmes-fireet, and 
there ſet him down; and then Kelly and Green, who walkt by, 
rook him up and carried him along Kings-fireet to Newſireet- 
end, and ſo up Roſe-ftreet ro Longacre-end. Then the firſt two 
rook him up again, and carried him by the Gray hound Tavern 
to the Grecian Church, there Hill met them with an Hofſe, 
and taking out the Body, ſet it on: the Horſe before Hill, and 
clapt the Sedan into an Houle that was building, but unfurniſhe, 
leaving ic'there till they came back. The Body. being fo ſet 
on Horſe-back, Girald the Prieſt ſaid, 1 wiſh we bad an hundred 
ſuch Rogues os ſecure as we have this. Then thoſe four, wiz. 
Hill, Girald, Kelly and Green, went away with him, one Lea- 
ding the Horſe, and the other walking by on each fide, whilſt 


- Hill held him on before bim. But Mr. Prance returned home, 


becauſe being an Houfe.keeper his Family might take no notice 
of his being out all night, nor any body obſerve his comming 
home in the morning; for it was'between One and Two before 
| | vu | , 
- 14- Next day they met together, and then Girald cold hin 
thac they bad Jaid the Body in a Ditch belonging to a Field a, 
bout Primroſe-Hill;and to, make people think when ever he ſhall 
be found, That he kill'd himſelt, I, faid he, run his own Sword 
chrough him, and left it in his Body, and laid his Scabbard and 
Glovesar a ſmall diſtance on the Bank. 

15. ' On the Thurſday in the Afternoon the Body was 
found': That night Mr. Prance was at the Horſeſboo-Tavern 
in Drury-Lane, with Philip Vernatti, that ſhould have been 
afiually coficerned in the Murther, bur fail'd ro be there; and 
alſo another friend that arcidencally was with them, knowing 
nothing inthe leaſt of this horrid buſineſs. There ſome people 
came in and ſaid, Thar Sir Edmundbury Godfry was found mur- 
thered. Whereupon the ſaid Vernatti calling Mc. Prance aſide 
to the Fire, (aid, Lord ! is this mans body found already that 
was carried away but yeſternight | Thanks be co God that he 
was convey'd away without any notice, for now I hope it will ne- 
ver be diftovered. He ſaid further, That he ſhould have been 
concern'd, and was ſent to,but was not at home, but was ſorry he 
was not there,to have been affiſtant to them. Then he aske the 
thanner how the Murther was contrived ; of which Mr. Prance 

F gave 


C18 ] 
gave him ſome ſhott account, but not all, becauſe his Friend be. 
ing inthe Room, they were afraid of talking Tong fo privately, 
leſt he ſhould ſuſpe&t ſomerhing to their prejudice. | 

- 16, In Hirtle time after, the ſaid FVernatti mer with Girald, 
who gave him an exa& account in writing of the whole 
proceedings and manner of the Marther, That he (as he ſaid) 
might communicate and ſhew the ſame.to the Lord Bel/aſis, and 
other original Defigners or promoters of the buſineſs, for their ſa- 
tifation 5 which Mr. Prance came to the knowledy of in man- 
| ner following, viz. Abont a 'fortnight afterwards he met with 
the faid Vernattiagain, who invited him to. Bow to take a Din- 
her, and ſee a Friend of his: To which he conſented, and the 
day-was appointed. But in'the morning they were firſt to meet 
in London at the George,an. Alchouſe right over againſt the Stocks 
Market; where going accordingly, he found Mr. Vernatti and 
the before-mentioned Lewſon,a Prieſt that was privy to the Mur- 
ther, and ſhould likewiſe have been at-it, but happened to be 
abſent ; theſe wereigot thither before, but Mr. Prance'had but 
a lirtle time been-bome to them, before the ſaid YVernatti pluckt 
out of his Pocket-a Paper in which was written down an accounc 
of the whole Maurther, reading the fame to Lewſoz. Upon 
' which Mr. Prance askt him who gave him' all that exa&t Ac- 

count ? He anſwer'd, Girald _—_ it him to ſhew it to the Lord 
Bellafis, and the reſt concerned; 

| 17. Then away they went together all Three to Bow to a 
Tavern, bcing the Queens-Head, one Mr: Caſbes Houſe, where 
they went up one pair of Stairs, and there Mr. Vernatti wrote a 
Note to one Mr, Dethwick who lived about a mile and an half 
off,, (as Mr. Prance thinks, about Poplar) to come to him, and 
cauſes a Meſſenger to be provided to carry it, who was a Cobler, 
. whom he ſtrifly charged not to deliver the fame to any bue 
Dethwick's own hand, and it he were not at home to bring ie 
back again ; whilſt he was gone, looking out at the Window, 
and hearing Fiſh cried, Mr. Prazce bought ſome, and ordered 
the people of the Houſe to dreſs them. But after ſome time,both 
Vernatti and Lewſon went down to defire the Woman not to fry 
them with Suet but with Butter, ſaying they would allow her 
fo much the more for dreſſing, pretending fat would riſe in their 
Stomacks ; but the true reaſon which they declared above, was 
- becauſe it was Friday (being as he remembers the Friday next 
after the Proclamation came forth,commanding Papiſts to depart 
the City.) Thus nice and ſcrupulous were they in that paltry 
| Ob. 


- <4 at 
- 
? 


[19] | 


a 


Obſervatioh, who could aber, counſe], and without the leaſt 


remorſe, carry on a moſt Helliſh-Plot, and premeditated Mur- 
ther. Yet was not this Caution fo neatly delivered, but that the 
people began to have a ſuſpition that they were Papiſts ;, fot 
having a Barrel of Colcheſter Oyſters: brought, . the Cobler re. 
turn'd with word, That Mr. Dethwick would preſently be there 
who came accordingly , and was entertain'd by Vernatti with 
abundance of Complaiſance and Careſſes ; ſo fell to their Oy- 
Ners, and preparing for Dinner: Mr. Vernatti was fo eager to 
Communicate the buſineſs, that he had got the before-mention-. 
ed Narrative of Sir Edmundbury's Death in his hand, and was 
reading the: ſame to Dethwick, who faid the ſame was v 
well; bur a boy of the Houſe obſerving a paper in his hand,and 
having ſome ſuſpition, becauſe he heard the name of Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfry mentioned (as he hath fince made Oath) did 
liſten at the door, till Mr, Prance-perceiving ſomething ſtir be- 
hind the door, and being (as the Guilty always are) full of ſu- 
ſpitions and jealouſies,ran to the door,and opening it, found him 
there, and threatned to kick him down ftairs; and from that 
time they would not ſuffer the door any more to be ſhat, be- 
cauſe no body ſhould liſten. However there they continued all 
that day, and at night went every one to his home. 

; - 8: Soon aſter this, Vernatti was very importunate with Mr.. 
Prance to go out of Town with him ; whether it were to have 
done him a miſchief, as fearing to put confidence in him, and 
ſuſpeting he ſhould diſcover them, he knows nor, but abſo- 
lutely refaſed to go with him. This Vernatti is a perſon that has 
been a great Traveller, and liv'd a long time at Rowe, maintain- 
ing a Correſpondence both in France and Italy with Jeſuits and 
other the moſt dangerous Popiſh Firebrands;he frequently made 


it his buſineſs to carry away young Gentlemeh to Rhemes, Doway, 


and other foreign Seminaries, and ſometimes young Ladies to 
Nunneries. In a word, he waga mighty ſtickler in the Catholick: 
cauſe; and a perſon ſo dangerous, that 'tis pity he has eſcaped 
the hand of Juſtice. | | 

19. Thus far this Execrable Mutther was carried on ih ſecret, 
and the parties concern'd began to be out of all pain concern- 
ing it, not dreading any diſcovery ; but at laſt the righteons 


Gad by an unexpected meatis was pleaſed to lay open'the ſame, 
and in infinite mercy to bring Mr. Prance (whom the vile Prieſts. 
FR as aforeſaid had drawn in to be an Accomplice, and. 

ardned fo far as not to have any due ſenſe of the Guilt he had 


cons 


—_ 


, Upon the firſt notice of the Plot and Commirmen 


[20 1 
contrated) to be deeply affeted with the horror of that crime; * 
heartily penitent for the ſame, and inſtrumental rowards a ful] 

diſcovery. The bringing this to pals was moſt aſſuredly the over: - 
ruling hand of a ſpecial Providence, as appears by the ſtrange: - 


-nelſs of the Circumſtances which contribured to his being rſt 


queſiion'd for the ſame. 
. For the better underſtanding whereof, we muſt acquaint the 


world with an Accident that happened before the Murther com- 


mitted, which yet caſually occaſion'd its diſcovery {6 long after, 

©Y Fen." 
wick , lreland, and the reſt of the Trairors chat were firſt ap- 
prebended, Mr. Prance being then blindly zealous for Popery;: 
happening to be .1n a Coffee-houſe where ſome people” were: 
talking of the ſaid Priſoners;for the credit of the Caolick cauſe; 
did there fpeak words in their favour, which ſome of the Come: 


. pany thought, il, and gave (as he was rod) ſome information 


againſt bim; whereof having notice, to avoid trouble and charge, 
he did abſent himſelf from his Houſe the chree Nights next,and* - 
immediately: after Michoelmas day, viz. on the Munday and' 


- Tueſday nights he lay at a Friends Houle right over WY 


Dwelling; and on: Wedneſday-night at an Houſe by the Mews- 
gate. But then underſtanding that the buſineſs was over, and'no' 
xoſccution hike to be made on it, he afterwards: lay ar home as 

ofe,. and this was very near a Fortnight before Sir Edmund: 
hury was murther'd. Yet by occafion of rhis,twelve weeks after 
Me. Prence was call'd in queſtion; for there happening ſome mif- 
underſtanding between a Neighbour and him, add faving got 
ſome Inte]ligence that he onee lay three Nights out of his Houſe; 
be will not fay out of ill will,becauſe he acknowledges the hand 
of.(God'in it,but upon a miſtake it was, that he did imagine that 
theſe might be the Nights whereon Sir” Edwundbury Godfry was 
murthered, and thoſe that ſucceeded it, and upon this naked far: 
miſe, bottom'd upon nothing that he or any that he could pro- 
duce.(though Mr. Prance's Servants were {-rutiniz'd) knew of 
the matter, a Warrant was obtain'd from the moſt Honourable 
Conncil- Board to apprehend and examine Mr. Prance touching 
that matter. Being taken upon that Warrant on the 24 of Dec; 
laſt, being St. Thomas his day, he was firſt carried into the Lobby 
by the Houſe of Commons, where Mr. Bedlow, whom he did not 


' know, having but ence been ſeen by him before, viz. between 


the Murther and carrying out of the Body of Sir E4mundbury 
| Godfry 


" 


S >} = = < _—— - YT; 


- | | 

Gedfrey,and at a time whtn Mr. Prance did not obſerve him,yet knew 
his tace again, and charg'd him poſitively with being concern'd in 
thar Murther; and thereupon after Examination he was committed 
to Newgate on Sarurday the 21 of December. = 

\ Upon the Munday tollowing he made a diſcovery upon Oath, 
and then did Impeach the ſaid Fitz-Girald, Dominick Kelly, Ro. 
bert Green, Henry Berry, and Laurence Hill ; of theſe the two ſub- 
ei] Prieſts made ſhife-co. eſcape; Girald having not ſince been heard 
of, bur Kelly was got into the Priſon of the Marſbalſeys by the 
name of Daniel Edmonds being taken up ſomewhere in the Coun- 
ty of Surrey where he retired to hide himſelf; and ſent rhicher for 
being a Recuſant ; and hearing of Prance's being apprehended, 
made all the Intereſt he could to be gone,” and ſo procured un- 
known Bail hired for 4o 5. a piece, and got away in December, be 
fore he was known to be Kelly ; though ſince there hath been a full 
diſcovery thereof made publick ; as for Hill and' Berry they were 
forthwith taken at cheir.own Houſes, but Greer was before clapt up 
a Priſoner in- the Gatehouſe for refuſing to take-the Oath, (for his 
Conſcience was wonderfnl tender in that, bur able ro digeſt a'Mur- 
ther.) And when his Keeper came+to acquaint him thar there was 
another Buſineſs come againſt him, and that be was charg'd with 


the Murther of Sir Ednmndbary Godfrey,be haſtily askt, Who accu- 


ſed him? and the Keeper telling /bim, It was one Prance : he 
preſently clapt his hand on-his Breaſt, and fatd theſe words, Thex 
am I 2 dead man. | | | ', 0s 

20. On the 24th. of December, Prance was carried before the 
King and Counci], where he gave a particular account of the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Murther, as herein before is ſer forth ; and for 
more ful] ſatisfa&ion rouching the ſeveral places he' had had occa- 


ſion ro mention, his Majeſty thought fir to appoint his Grace the 


Duke of Monmouth, the right Honourable the Earl of Offory, the 
Farl- of Clarendon, and Sir Kobert Southwell Clerk of the Council, 
ro £0 with him and take his Examination on the place, and ſee if 
he could ſhew-all che particular places he had mentioned to the 
Board : Being come there he ſhew'd his Grace and thoſe Noble 
Lords, firſt-the fatal ſpot, or place whete Sir Edmundbary Godfrey 
was murthered, the place where Berry was afligned to ſtand, and 
where himſelf ftood ; then the door he was carried in at by the end 
of the Stables, the Stairs, the long dark Entry, the door leading 
ro Dofor Goddins. Lodgings, the little Chamber there where the 
Body was firſt laid; going ro them all as readily as a man could 
do to any room in his own Houſe, which all appeared to be ex- 
aQly fituate as he had deſcribed them that morning before to the 

G Board. 


RES 
Roard. Bht as to that Room where he ſaw the Body lie on the 
Monday-nipht, being croſs the upper Court, (though he carricd 
them Uire&ly towards the place-croſs the Court,and told his Grace 
ſo far he was ſure he was right, yet there being ſeveral Roems, and 
he having never been'chere but once, and that in the nihe, and 
only with a dark Lanthorn, Jhe was not able certainly to allign the 
very Room. Bur as to all the 'other places he was poſitive, and fo 
his Grace and their Honours return'd very well ſatisfied in the 
reality of his Information. | 
- 21. Here is to benoted, That whilſt they were viewing Do@or 
Goddins Lodgings, Mrs. Bre«dfir.et the DoQor's Houſekeeper, 
coming- to underſtand what it was for, and that Hz! their Seryant 
was charged with the Murther of Sir Edmundbury Godfry, ſhe (like 
a right Fopiſt,to keep up the reputation of the party) voluntarily 
offered her Oath, and did ſwear be/ore the. Duke of Monmonth, 
Fhat the ſaid Hill had taken an Houſe in Stanhope-ſtreet, and went 
thither to live and -Jodg at Michaelmas ; . whereas in truth, and 
at the Trial of the ſaid Hill, &&c: 'it was plainly made appear be- 
fore her face, That the ſaid Hill did not: go to refide at fuch his 
-hew houſe ſo ſoon, bur continued his Lodging here till abouc three 
Weeks after Michaelmas,in which time all theſe Tranſaftions con- 
cerning the Murther, happened. She then further ſwore, That there 
was bur one Key belonging to the. outward door of their Lodg- 
ings, and fo it was impoflible that Hz1l ſhould go out and in, and 
all theſe things be done, and they within not ſee him, or take no. 
tice of them; and yet before they went away from thence, Mr. 
Prance made it appear, -and* (he was forc'd to confels, That there 
were four or five Keys amongſt them. thereunto, one of which Hill 
did always uſe to carry about him, that he might at any time come 

in, and go out at his pleaſure without troubling or diſturbing the 
teſt of the Family; and Mr. Prance himſelf hath been ſeveral times 

Ter in by him therewith, they in the inner rooms taking no notice, 
as he could perceive. 

' 22. But now becauſe Mr. Prance would conceal nothing, but in 

ally ſet forth all that happened in this matter, he muſt not 

omit the Relation of that Imbecility (or what elſc ſober and unbiaſt * 

Judges ſhall pleaſe to call it) which has been ſo much talkr of,and 

-variouſly reported. . 

 Moſttrue itis, though the ſenſe of the bloody crime that he had 

been concern'd in, did (in ſpight of all the Popith DoGtrines he had 

imbib'd ) work ſuch Convictions now on Mr. Prance-his awakned 


Conſaicnce,as to make this real Confeſſion; yer by the horror. there- 
_ | 3 | of, 
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: [ 23 ] | TE Ines | "ye 
of, the danger his life was in, the apparent hazard of being utterly 
undone, together with a certain reſpe& which he ſtill bore towards 
that Religion he had been bred in, and other ſelfiſh Conſiderati- 


ons, he was once, for avoiding(as he then conceived) theſe dangers, 


- betray'd by bumane frailty ſo far to retrat by word of mouth, 


what he had betore moſt truly confeſſed upon Oath, as to ſay he- 
fore the King and Council, That he was innocent, and they all (niean- 
ing the reſt accuſed) were innocent ; and that was the ſubſtance of 
all he then and there declared in that kind: For which he humbly 
begs pardon of God, his Majeſty, that Hongurable Board, and 
the World. And though he dare not go about to excuſe the fame 
wholly, yet there are ſeveral Circumſtances that much alleviate 
it, and-render it inſignificant to invalidate what he had before 
truly (et forth. For, | 
1. What he before declared concerning the Murther in manner 
before herein ſet forth, was folemnly upon Oath ; this ſuppoſed 
RetrraQation was ſuddenly done under conſternation andfear, and. 
not upon- Oath. | B | 
2. He was at that time under certain danger of his life if he 
perſiſted in that Confeſſion, for he had no pardon granted,nor any 
certainty. of obtaining the ſame. . | | 
» - 3+ 1f.he ſhould obtain his pardon, he conſidered, That yet his 
Life would be ſtill in danger from the revengetul and bloody Prieſts 
and Jeſuits. «- T3 I IR | | 
.4- His mind was ſorely troubled,as with all theſe dangers, ſo with 
this further apprehenſion, That it he ſhould eſcape with his Life, 
yet by this diſcovery he (ſhould loſe his livelihood, and in all hu- 
mane probability both he and all his Family be utterly undone; for 
as he was the Queens Servant, and that his Trade and ſubſiſtence 
chiefly, or indeed wholly depended on Her Majeſties Cuſtom; 
(which was certain and conſiderable) and that of other Roman 
Catholicks; ſoit was nor to be doubted but the moſt crafty and 
implacable Prieſts would ſoon uſe means by falſe Repreſentations 
and ſcandal, todeprive him thereof it he proceeded in this dete&ion. 
5. He retained ſtill a certain reſpe& to the Popiſh Religion in 
which he had ſo. long been educated ;. for he had not yet intirely 
ot hisſoul out of that ſnare, and therefore he did then conceive, 
ing ſwayed by ſuch powerful Inducements, That he might law- 
fully ſay, He was innocent, and fo they were All; which in Po- 
piſh conſtrucion is not to deny that they killed Sir Edzrmndbury 
Godfry,for that according to their Divinity,and what the (aid Prieſts 
bad ſolemnly declared,was no fin or crime, and conſequently they 


might 
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might all in ſuch their Catholick ſenſe ſtill be innocent 3; yet this 
he muſt acknowledg he ſomewhat doubted; becauſe he had never 
been' ar Confetſion,and received Abſolution,fince the Fat commits 
ted.which all the reft(as ſome of themſelves had declar'd )had done, 


and ſo might more peremptorily perſiſt (as they did) in _ 


themſelves to be innocenr;& he does ingenuouſly declare;Thar'ha 


he received Abſolution,ris his fear he ſhould never,or nor without 


 extream difficulty have been bronght co any acknowledgment. 


" Theſe Circumſtances, together with a grear diſtetnper of body 
contrafted by the imcommodities of Confinement, want of Air, 
&-c. occaſion'd that ſudden revolc of his reaſon and daty under 
that perplexity of ſpirit 3 bur as ſoon as he had done it;,Conſcience 
flew 1n' his face, 'and would no longer be laid aſleep with any de- 
luſive Popilh charms; when he began to recolle& himſelf,the power 
of Truth diſperſed all theſe temprations of Intereſt, fear and ſuper- 
ſticion. If it were true, that he might hazard his Life and loſe his 
Trade, if he did perſiſt in the Confeſſion of rhe Murther ; it was 
as true, and he found it by experience, that he thould never have 

eace of Conſcience if he denied ir. 

* And therefore he was no ſboner return'd' from-the King and 
Council to Newgate (which coming in a Coach 'ris certain was 
not half an hour) but he moſt earneſtly requeſted Czpt. Richardſon 

who had been with him,and heard what he had ſaid that morning) 
or Gods ſake to go back and afſure the King and that'HonGuxrable 

Board from him, That the firſt Confefſion which he had made on 
Oath was true in all Circumſtances; and that whatſoever he had 
faid before them that morning to the contrary, was occaſion'd only 
by the conſternation, fear, and perplexity of mind he was under, 
which the Captain immediately did, and hath ſince declared the 
fame upon Oath. | 

' 23- The next day he grew more fick,inſomuch that his life was 
deſpaired of,continuing ſo for about a week ;during this ficknefs, the 
Reverend Dr.Lloid Dean of Bangor, was charitably pleaſed to give 
him a Vifir,& beftow'd much pains with him at ſeveral times, inſtru- 
&ing him in the grounds & reaſons of the Proteſtant Religion;from 
whoſe pious Admonitions & labours,by the Divine bleſſing, he reap- 
ed word benefir for the comfort and ſerling of his perplexed Soul, 
and thinks it his duty, for the ſame publickly to return him his hear- 
ry Thanks, Being wholly taken off from the Apoſtatiz'd bloodyRo. 
man Church, which he utterly renounces, and doth freely, cordially, 
and intirely embrace the Proteſtant Religion, and therein particu- 
cularly ſubmits himſelf to -the Church of England, reſolving (by 
Gods Grace) therein to live and die. After 


this nt en Rcomii of Sir Edmundbury Godpry's Murcher, with 


(25) 


. 24: After God had been, pleaſed to reſtore in ſome meaſure hi 
healch, having, given ſeveral Inſtances of ſtedfaſtneſs. to his firſt 
Confeſſion, by making ſome further Diſcoveries in the-mean time, 
ho was again Carried betore..the \ Kngtmoſ Excellent Majeſt heekang 
the Right Honourable the Lords of the Council, and there 
largely HIEOES ted ba former Diſtoverics, a 
all tance, and then his Majeſty was gracio pleaſed 
with his own Royal Lips to give-him aſſurance of his Gracious 
Pardon, and ſoon after the fame was perfected in due Form of 
Law, under the Great Scal 'of England. For: which with 
ſenſe of yn and de, he deelarcd hinfelf ever ready to 
1n all obſervance and dury, defiring no 
+ Aon ro Nee Oy tha life which he holds'by his Royal Fayour, than 
he ſhall upon all occaſions itmploy it to the urmoſt of his Capacity 
m his Majeſtic ſervice, for-rhe fafery of his facred life, the welfare 
of his Kingdoms, and theintereſt the rrue Proteſtant 
' Bur whereas by Togul pthh Adverfarics there have been HGalſe 
and ſcandalous Reports myented/and abroad, fn hu 
rackr or tortured in Newgate, and with-harſh uſages forced to con+ 
eſs what he did couching the he Treaforn and Murther aforeſaid;” he 
does declare the fame are veg fron and that on the he 
did the fame fredywithin ro after he was it in; 
and that he hve ſeycral Civil from Captiin Techerdfod du- 
ring his Confinement under his Ciiſtody,- 
""Krid' he d6&s proteſt in the preſence of God, the ſrarclice '6f 


hearrs, before whole juſt ahd dreadful Tribanal we muſt all ppear, 


that as to the whole Diſcoyery and Evidence he hath- gi 
hathnor therein been byaF'd with any malice or ſiniſter 6 
done any wrong to any of the perſons accuſed ; but conclude 


S 


0 - At- 


praycts, That as he hath obtained the Kings V 
pnkrs ral Los on Earth, for bis heinons Crime in being” 


| m2 to the Death of that innocent worthy Gentleman, ſo on ſmete 


tance, .and through the only Merits of Feſus C brit, he may for 
the ty Jaye recerve forgroeneſs from the of ng of Kings in theWirld to 


- 
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teys an Alchouſe in: Holbournz. where: t 
the Roman Catholicks, Crna 


.now. be Toroult pa t 1 Execution a 
. were notoyers of. their party, and partic 


Staley $ Apprehenſion, he was in Company wich the ſaid Staley, 


9) ). 
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Th Peih m ES ro Murther "Yu Righ Honoura- 
'ble'tbe Earl of Shaftsbury, and ſome other Contr i- 
Uances He Sir Ecmpary Godfrey” s Death. _ 
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| Arti the Murther ri Ednanibury Golf, and foineifar- 


thet, diſcovery of the Plor, there was no perſon. (next to his 
Gacret, Majeſty) pant whom the malice-of theſe Popilh Conlpi- 
rators; was more. directly levelled, than at the Right Honoura * 
the Far of Shafisbwry, as: o knows thac till ſo able a Stateſman, and 
and active. a Patriot, firm tothe true Incerelt of. his King 
and Country, and. zealous for the preſeryation, of the Proceſtanc 
Re ion, was taken! our of the way, their curſed; Machinations 
ald_ be fruſtrated, and their wicked deſigns be \rendred ineffe- 
| And therefore they not only by char Emiſlaries and Abet- 
ters, both formerly and; of, late, had os a ke to. aſperſc By 
ome ahrhen, entred-into 2 formal Conſpiracy and Ref 
hina, and-'engaged! ſeveral batbarous:Villains'co do 
on HY: Fouenee of Gaouiry over his Noble Pcrſon,',a oi 


very, r 
a (5s Dia wi _ liam Staley (latcly Execured for 
T on) Was A 2 Mr. Prance.was with one Mr. Meſſin- 


Gentleman of! 'the Horſe to the Lend 4 Arzndel of Warder, and 
of named m- this Narraye for a; jp to Murther his fa- 
cred Majeſty) one; Proſſer a-Silyer-ſmith, and one Matteſon a Bar- 
berthen living in Hotbourn, all rank defperate Papiſts, at Mr. Brad- 
faid Mr: Meſſinger gric- 
vouſly complained of the ſeverity of the. Laws that were againſt 
arora that they would 
them, - by ſome thar 
larly he named the Earl 
of Shaftsbury as one of navy moſt dangerous Enemics, and who 
did moſt concern himſelf about them, and in'diſcovering the Plor, 
and therefore he faid, There muſt be ſome effeEtual means uſed to 
bl him our of the world, and declared that it was already refol- 
on. 
; 2. Thatabout a Fortnight; or near thereabours, before the ſaid 


and 


* and ſome other Proteſtant Lords, : did intend _th,ruine.the/Lord\ Arundel 


(29): | 
and the ſaid: Matteſori,) at: the:Croſfs-Keys Tavern over againſt Mr: 
Staley's Fathers Houſe, where in diſcourſe they were complaining 
of the great Afflictions the Catholicks lay under, and whar ſeyere 
Uſages they muſt-tarther expect, 'if once thus Plot ſhould come to 
be Fleved, and be made out y__ them z and thereupon the 
ſaid Matteſon faid, That if they did not take: ſome ſpeedy courſe to 
deſtroy[{6me parucular perſons that. were their moſt ative Ene--+ 
mics, they-( meaning the Roman Catholicks in general) ſhould be 
ruined ;;and therefore in the/firſt place (faid he we reſolve to kill 
my Lord Shaftsbury, (whom'he then called, The Ring-leader of the 
miſchief which they feared would fall: upon\ them: ) furcher, che ' 
ſaid Matteſon ſaid, That he would'cngage: three more to affiſt in 


" 


that work of killing the faid Earl,: whoſe Names he then and there 


declared ;- that is to fay, one Adamfon a Watch-maker, :and the faid 
 Profer, and one Brad/baw an Upholſterer. | 


3- That, ſome ſhort time after the faid Matteſon came'to Mr. 
Prance's Shop, and pulled a Piſtol out of his Pocket, faying, This 


ſball do Shaftsbury's bufineſs ; declaring he had provided: the fame 


on e for killing the ſaid Eark | 0 we wn ln lon oe 
- 4. Thatafterwards Mr. Prance met with the before-named Adane-' 


fon at Mr. Pedley's at the White Poſts 1h Yereftreet 5 where: diſcour- = 


ſing of News, Adamſon ſaid, That the' Catholicks would. beall un- 
done, if they did: not look about them,; and:therefore) they were 
reſolved to-kull the Lord Shaftsbury : —_— whom, -UPON Occa-/ 
fions os mention, both he and the Perſons: before, nomina-' 
ted, expreſſed the-urmoſt malice and hatred inaginabl, -as being, 
ay faid, moſt likely to. obſtruEt-and fruſtrate their Deſigns : Like- 
xe the faid Adaniſon another: tune, nor long after; di again EX! 
refs ſuch Deſign ro murther the ſaid Lord, 'and: then owned that 
himſelf in particular was engaged therein, and would: kill him 
as ſoon as he could ger'an opportunity : which words were by him: 
utrered at the Sign of che Gridiron-an Alchouſe in Holborn. ©; 
5. About the ſame time the before-named- Proſſer-comung' to/ 
Mr. Prance's Shop, did likewife tell, hum, That he did-reſolve to kill 
the Lord Shaftsbwry, and aligned rhis'rcafonor.provocation which: 
incited him thereunto, viz, For that he theſaid Eart of Shaftsbury: 


of Warder, on the accoutt of the Phot, which, Lord Arundeli(as he 


ſaid) was his the ſaid Proſler's wery good Cuſtomer and. Benefatdor.. And: 


alſo the ſaid Proſſer did, at Mr. Bradley's Houſe ini Holbourr,) declare; 
that he was to bean Enſign under the faid:Lard. Arzndzl: an. the 


OTCcs 


c 28.3, 
Forces which were to have” been raiſed by en nr for the 
ſubverſion of the Government and Extrpation 0 


6. That the before-named Brad/baw, abour the ſame time, viz. 
the firſt or ſecond Week of November, came to Mr. Prance's Shop 
one day, ————— That he would make no more 
to kill a Proccſtant'than'to kill a Dog or a Cat, which he pro- 
| ;” EAT _— a nf mn Petey and faid 

cr, That he was reſolved to diſpatch ſome of thoſe buſie- 
halted. Lords, but the firſ ſhould be the Lord Shaftsbury: and 
likewiſe the ſaid Bradſbaw' pulled our a Piſtol, and ſhewed: the ſame 
-1n the faid Shop, jy that he had preparcd the fame to do / 
the faid Exccution 
: 7. Thas the faid Bradſhaw a vioken cruel Papiſt .of moſt dan- 
- Serous Principles, and fit to be employed in fuch —_— 
bloody Arte = pptes by this Inſtance, That abour three 
ago __ Company in a Shop in Dukes-ſtreet, 
Jing, —_ A nk hd, Child paſſing by, he voluntarily faid, that 
"he would make no more ro kill that hercrical Child to kill a 
Of hermderd time the before-rtinied Proffer, at Mr. Bradley's 
Houſe m Hotbowrn, did declare,” That the before-trientioned Mr 
Meſonger (Gentleman of the Horſe tothe Lord Armde/ of Wandery 
the perſon that principally promoted the killing of the Lord 
bon and that he Tumfſelf was engaged therein, and did not 
doubt but in ſhort time to tan opponunity to. ff the fame. 

9. That Mr. Henry Nevil is very intimate with the before-men- 
tioned Proſer, and hath for a long time been aiding and aſſiſting 
to him, and doth hold a Correſpondence with the Lords in the 
_ and rexing£ ſome perſons at Rome, ſending Letres duly thither, 

_ 1 ern Aris Any 


his Servuns having ſeveral of the faid 
quem ad in hus Trunk, For faid Mr. Nevil about aſt cau- 
6 rke id Trunk tobe broke op (the Fellow being then in the 


d Papers, to prevent any Diſco- 


. Richard Nevil, N to the faid Henry Nevil, 

did maintain a Correſpondence wi the Lords in the Tower in a 
' ſuſpicious manner, wiz. Drefſin himſelf m a Coach-mans 

. he drove his own Coach, wherein rode his Coachman m 

the Equipage of a Gentkman, and taking upon him the Name 


of 


(29) 
-of Squire Duck; who being come to the Tower, this pretend- 
Squire Duck, commanded the difguiſed Coach-man (who was 
his real Maſter) rogo in to the Lords, and preſent his moſt 
Humble Service to them, and totell them that he came as 
nigh them as he could, and ſhould be, moſt glad to hear of 
their good healths; irwhnch diſguiſe the faid Aevt/wentupto 
their Lordſhips Lodging, and ſtayed with them a conls C- 
rable time, whilſt the true Coach-man remained in the 
Coach. But ſoon afterwards the faid Duck was removed 
from that hnpoy of Caach-man, 'and' ſent away; into the: 
Country ; fat tear, as is moſt probable, that he ſhould diſcover 
chisand other the like Atons of tie fald rwoCehelemen ; this 
Relation came fromthe ſad Coach\mans own Mouth... :: 

11. That in the Month of Yfober laſt Mr. Prance met 
with one Mr. Cozeen, a French Papiſt, and by Trade a Taylor, 
who walking _— in Lovent-Garden, and diſcourling, of. 
News; The faid Cozeen faid, that 4he King and Parhament 
deligned to, undo us, ( mrARINE the Romaniſts)-but, faid he, If 
I were to kill a man, I would kill the Kingas ſoon as any man, 
and if we had hum in Fraxce we would haye kill'd him before 
now; intending thereby,as he underſtood him,andasche Nats. 
ral ſenſe of that Expreſſion inaports, to magnify, the Courage- | 
and Zeal of their French Papiſts, and how ready they would: 
be to kill their King, 1f he were of another rye Jas which 
he propoſed as an Example thathe would have Engliſh Rowar 

0 


- Catholicksto imitate; and another time, not after, the 
ſaid Cozeen ſpake the fame words, or to the very ame cle. 7 


in Prance's SNOP. 
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A 
BRIEF DETECTION, 
| 4::-5OP 


The Immoral Behaviour , Cruel Expreſſions . and 
_ File Prafliſes. of ſeveral other Popiſh Priefts 
with whom M. P. hath been acquainted. | 


ap 


HE thus fathfully and impartially made a candid 
Diſcovery of the ſeycral Traiterous and Bloody Intrigues 
. - carried on by the Papiſts, herein before ſer forth, we 
ſhall chereunto add-a ſhort Account of the Manners of divers 
Romiſh Prieſts, with whom M. Prance hath had. Converſation ; 
whuch he does proteft to do, not out of any malice to their 
Perfons, but out of deteſtation to their dangerous Principles 
and lewd Praftiſcs, and 'more eſpecially that others whom 
Education or crafty Inſinuations have broughtup in, or in- 
veigled to the Romiſh- Communion, may reflect and conſider 
what kind of people they are whom they blindly follow, and 
thereby beawakencd toforſake ſuch wicked and beaſtly Guides, 
' and no longer be led aftray by them, to the diſhonour of 
God, ſcandal of Chriſtian Religion which they pretend to 
rofcſs, diſturbance of Government, danger of their Neigh- 
<2, and hazard of their own Souls. 


i. Amongſt many other Prieſts he had a particular ac- 


* 


uaintance with one Mr. Matthews, that was Prieſt to the 
Lon Peters, who was a very bitter Enemy to all Proteſtants, 
and hath feyeral times faid, 7hat they ( meaning the _ 
| | ants) 


ſtants ) were all certainly and infallibly damn'd, and that it was 
impoſſuble for a Soul of. them to be ſaved , further adding, that 
to hill any of them was no' ſin, .eſpecially if it were for. the intereſt 
of the Church; and the like wicked and cruel Expreſſions: He 
alſo in or about the Month of Auguſt laſt, faid, -That his Lord 
and the Lord Bellaſis, with ſome other Catholick Lords, would- 
c're long have a good Army on foot, .and that all the Devils 
in Hell cquld not prevent it, bur the Catholick Religion would 

uickly be ſerrled m England. We may believe him, that the 

evils-would nor prevent or hinder- it, ſince it was fo much 
their Intereſt to have it eſtabliſht, eſpecially. by ſuch bloody 
and helliſh means as the Confpirators were reſolved to make 
uſe of for that purpoſe ; bur God has hitherto; and we hope 
will ſtill, be graciouſly pleaſcd to prevent their Deſtgns. This 
Gentleman was a great Dealer in Reliques and: Agrius Der's, 
and. hath cheated divers ignorant devout people (as. hath 
been credibly reported.). of ondficenble Sums of Money for 
ſuch Trumpery. He hath oftentimes, with much reyerence 
and ceremony, as kiſſing them, &c. ſhewed M. Prance ſeveral 
pieces of Bones, which he faid were the Bones of ſuch. 
and ſuch He-and-She- Saints, whoſe: Names he had at his 
Tongues end, and attributed moſt wonderful Vertues to 
chem ; for he hath affirmed, That hey being worn aboug, 
one, would keep the Devil fromone, fo that notonly he ſhould 
have no power. to: hurt ones Perſon, but not ſo much as to 
tempt thoſe to ſin that carried them about them: That in a 
Tempeſt they would preferve one from drowning, and if an 
Houfe were on Fire, if you .caft in: one of them, the fame 
would preſently ſtop the Fire, 0c. 'Bur as to the laſt it is appa- 
rent, that he and his Brethren, the Popiſh Prieſts and Telos, 
arc far more dexterous Artiſts in contriving devices to burn 
down Houſes; thanto quench them when on Free: | 

. 2. There was occaſion betore to mention one Singleton a 
Pricſt, that declared, He would make no-more to ſtab 40 Par- 
kiament men,: than to. eat his Dinner , belides his Quality of 
Pric{t he was alfo a kind: of Sollicitor or Broker amongſt the 
Papiſts,, making it. his buſineſs to get other Peoples Money 
inco lis hands, and put it out to Uſe; in whic Travs "s 

pla 
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plaid the Extortioner moſt egregiouly, for all that he could 
get above the due Intereſt of 6 /. per Cent. being to be pur 
1 his own Pocket, he would not let 4o or 50 /. out for ſix 


Months, but he would have 4o s. for Procuration, which . 


mult be deducted on the firſt iſſuing of the Money, and yer 
\ the full Legal Intereſt ro tun on; and beſides he always would 
fill up-che Bond himſelf; and for that buſineſs, (for which no 
Scrwener ever asked above 1 2 d.) he would make the poor peo- 
ple pay five-Shillings : Theſe Practiſes of his M. Prance can 
affirm on his own knowledge ; and there are divers whe have 
dealr with him on'theſe terms who-can teſtifie the ſame; and 
yet this Ghoſtly Father was a great Preacher againſt Cove- 
couſncls and-Ufury ; bur it ſeems he meant only in athers, 
not himſelf : For in other Caſes hkewiſe he allowed himſelf 
the like Priviledges, for he would frequently be Drunk, and 
ſtay our till one or rwo of the Clock in the Morning , or 
after, and yet go the fame Forenoon to fay Maſs, and conſe- 


uently received the Sacrament, whuch they.-teach the Peo- 
lo muſt in no-wiſe be done, unk the parcy be ſtrictly faſt- 


6.4 Mr. Byfleet and Doctor Guilding, two Prieſts, have fe- 
yerally declared in Mr. Hall the Cook's Houſe, and divers 
other places, That they reſpeftively had: turned ſeveral Peo- 
ple from the Proteſtant Religion, and reconciled them to the 
Church of Rome, in the City of London, and that they ho- 
ped they ſhould turn many more. . They were both Perſons 
.of a very vitious Converſation, but fhly carried it. Byfleet 
was a mighty magnihier of the Vertues and Neceſſity of Faſt- 
ing to -other People in Lent, Ember-days , Ge. but as for 
himſelf, could frequently, as is well known, diſpenſe with fix 
Penny-worth of Victuals, and a Quart or two of Alc, all alone 
for a Breakfaſt or Supper on the fame days in his Chamber. 
As for Doctor Guilding, he was his Coufin, and (they faid) 


had read Philoſophy many years at Doway, but very much 
forgot his Erhicks in England, being fo filthily addicted to 
lwd Women, that one could nor bur conclude he received 
by Or from Pope Joan, or fome of her tulſom Suc- 

cellors. 


Theſc 
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- Theſe cwolaſt named, and Singleton, were: mioſt frequently at 
Mr, Hall the Cook's boule in Iy.Lane, and: there they Lined and 
Mr. Prance does vexily beleive,that thoſe many Popiſh Books being 
above a Cart-load and an half, with the Prieſts Veſtmenes, Beads, 

, and. other ſuperſtitious. Trumpery, which were lately 
found there ja Searching of his Houſe, did belong to them;And the 
ſaid Hall (as he likewile believes). does know where they are, or 
were,lince they ablconded themſelves : for which ſuſpicion there | 
are theſe;rwo grounds.  - Firſt, Becauſe whenever about Novem- 
ber or December laſt, he came to ſpeak wich Singleton or eithet of the 
others ;; he the ſaid Hall undertook to take 'his buſineſs, and muſt 
needs deliver it to Singleton; becauſe when he called again he fail'd 
notto give M. Þ, an Account of it from him; Secondly, Becauſe 
Mr. en Servant. to Doctor Parrot, the Superior of Secular 
Priefts cold .him,That always when he came with Money to be 
diſtribured for Maſles for the Dead, Hal took the money that was 
deſigned for Singleton, and convey'd it to. him, The meaning of 
which is thus, When any Roman Catholick dies,”tis probable there is 
aPrieſt(ſometimes twoor three) by him, who never fail to put him 
in mind, and frighten him-with the pains of Purgatory, and of the 
Virtues of Maſſes ſaid to eaſe and deliver them from che ſame ſo 
much the ſoonex,' [d that being therewith tercified, If he be a Per- 
ſon of any confiderable Quality or Eſtate, it ſeldome happens but 
he leaves ſomuch money to pray his Soul out of Purgatory, then 
this money. is paid in to-che Superior, who. thereupon. according 
ro the Sum,ſends to ſo many Prieſts ſo many ſhillings a piece, for 
which they are each to ſay fo many Maſſes for the deceaſed ; the 
Common price: of Mumbling over a Maſs being accounted 12 4. 
And as for- this Door Parrot, who is, or lately was the Head of 
all chis ſort of Prieſts.in England, 'tis very credibly informed, Thar 
he hath been ſeen in Bed with a Whore, by the ſaid Mr. Hadden 
his Servant,who teld the ſame to Mr. Prance, 

4. Bur as whoring is counted bur a Venial Sin by Papifts in ge» 
neral; ſo amongſt them ſcarce any are more devoted thereunto 
than their Ghoſtly Fathers, who rail ſo loud at the Proteſtant Clergy 
for having, honeſt Wives of their own. About 3 years ago one 
Kely an: Iriſh Prieſt, (a Kinſman to the before named Dominick 
Kelly, concern'd'in the Muither of Sit Edmund-bury-Godfrey ) being 
juſt Arrived from France or Flanders, was brought tolodge at Mr. 
Prance's houle, and the very firſt Night, the maid going up with 
him to warm his Bed, he Bs” to uſe. ſome Incivilities, which 

ſhe 
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ſhe modeſtly oppoſing, he proceeded to ufe violence, and wonld 

| viſhe her, infomuch thar{he cryed our, and Mr. Prance's 
Wife _—_— up Stairs, and perceiving this rudeneſs, being af- 
frighted run down again, fearing be would have done her ſome 
miſchief, and calledin ſome Neighbours, who immediately com- 
ing in,cauſed him to deſiſt: for which M. ÞP. Wife would preſently 
have turn'd him out of doors, but it being Jate in the Night, and 
he wholly a Stranger in the Town ; He would not (though he 
' were a Rogue) be fo inhoſpitable ro him z bur fuffered-him to 
ſtay till morning ; However they were obliged to burn Candle 
all Night for fear in Revenge he ſhould do them a Miſchief, 


- $5. One Dowdat being Colonel Talbot's Prieſt at-Twitnam, ſonic 
few years.ago, and under that Quality much Encruſted, ſtole 
and run away with the Chalice, Crewer, Baſon, Rich Copes, Ve- 
ſtiments, Surplices and other Sacred Gear, provided for him to of- 
ficiate the Maſs wich, and being wholly a Stranger; expoſed the 
| Baſon and Crexyet to Sale ar Mr. Prance's Shop, who fairly and ar 
a valuable price bought the ſame , The Prieſt having received 
his money, invited him intoa Tavern,and afterwards agreed, That 
he ſhoul 


| + next day to his Lodging in White-Fryers, and ſee 
_ the Veſtments, Linnen and ther things; which he did and offered 
him 81. but he would not take under 12 or 15 |. However he 
would go again todrink,and at laſt walkr with Mr. Prance home, 
who leaving-him in a-Parlour;where there -was a little Girl -of a- 
bout 6:years of Age, whil'ſt he went to attend ſome Cuſtomers 
in the Shop, this Goatiſh Prieſt beganto play the Villain with the 
Child, and would have ſpoil:d-her, (hadſhe not cry'd out) with 
his impudene Rudeneſs, which made him run into ſee what was 
the matter and occaſioned the other to haſten away,and preſently 
ſhifted his Lodging : for going next day to look F v0 him -he was 
gone, out of fear (as is ſuppoled) of being apprehended for the 
Robbery ; of which yer there was no great danger ; -For though 
within a day or two Mr. Prance heard of the R , by one that 
was 2 Servant tothe Colonel, yetſuch was the ſaid Colonel's ex- 
treme Zeal, and ſo: prevalenc / rem the Reſentment of his loſs, 
that (as he was b . Servanc aſſured) as ſoon as he diſcovered 
what their Prieſt had done, he called all his People rogether, and 
did folemnly charge chem nor to ſpeak thereof to any Perſon; be- 
cauſe if; known, it would. be a foul ſcandal ro their Religion ; Ad- 
ding that if he found any- of them ſhould utcer a word -of-is he 


would 
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would run them through ; A Seal of Secrely, (when one's life lies 
at Stake) almoſt CI - = | - 

Abour 4 years. was one Mr. as Sheepherd a perior 
related to Mr. Pravce who being Sick, ſetit to gw procure a 
RomiſhPricft ro come to him, Mr: Praxce much wondered at his 
delire, as having always accounted him a Proteſtant, however it 
being his Requeſt, and underſtanding he was very ill, arid not like- 
ly to Live, he did endeavour to ger one. And thereupon repair- 
ed to door Hanſon a Carmelite,at Wild Houſe, one of their Supe- 
rioirs, who ditected him to Doftor Clement Mutus, a Benedidtin 
Monk belonging to the Spaniſh Artibaſſadour , but lodging theri 
at one Ireland's a Tobaconiſt in Yereftreet. Having told him the 
Story, and what 2 work of Charity it would be to ſave a Soul, he 
readily condeſcended to go, and did give the tnan what advice he 
thoughe fit, &c. Bur the Sick party being very Poor did not give 
him any money, which as appears he expected ; for next day the 


Man growing {till weaker, ſent to deſire the ſame Prieſt agam,'to 
which Mr. Prance went to requeſt his Company, But here 


truly found-the old Proverb verified, No penny no Pater-Nofter, for 
this charitable Father rgld him No, he would not,for he gave him 
nothing yeſterday. Mr. Prance urged that ſo good'a tvork as to 
reduce a dying Heretick to-the Church would reward ic ſelf, arid 
be meritorious. Hereply'd, he loved a Reward in hand, for-all 
that of the ather World ; for (faid he) they get Heaven by us, and why 
ſhould-not we get money by them: The other inſiſted, that the 
man was very Poor, and hadit-not, and that he-hoped he would 
not ſuffer his Soul co be loſt ; Let his Soul, quoth he,do as it will, 
Lamreſolved not to go to any twice that do not pay me ; And 
ſo by no Intreaties could be induced to ſtir; but the poor man ſoon 
after dyed. So-fordidly covetuous are theſe People, and notwith- 
ſtanding all their pretences, have really ſo lictle Regard to'rhe 
Salvarion of Men, thatthey would ſuffer a Soul to periſh Eternal- 
ly(as they ſay all do, that dye out of their Church's Communion) 
unleffthey can ger money, by ſaving it, if indeed (as they impu- 
dently pretend) it lay in their power. 

There is another Prieſt that did likewiſe pretend to belong to 
the Spaniſh Ambaſladour, his name is Collms, who 'tis ſaid is now 
in Cuſtody When His Majeſtie*sProclamation came out ſoine' years 

o,commanding away all Prieſts (bur ſuch as were allowed) And 

none of his Subjects ſhould go to hear Maſs, this zealous Fa» 
ther got up onthe leads of Somerſet- Houſe, and there held his Con- 
64; | K 2 


yenticle, 


venticle, and ſaid Maſs, having agreat Concourſe: of People chat 
_— him; yer this, pretiens Saint, whes:a a yaung; Wench bas 
zo.him' to Coafelfion, bath beev-leen to ger herberween. his 
Log 35,.49d Cans ſoa bogs, wp her 30y times; ayer, 25'if 5c 
x PAITO yy —_—_ Poke Rt Hlebly-ſonuggled.. He 
—_—_— tfrequenter of Bawdy-Haoules, _ Fw been ob- 
ſeryed many times ip come; drunk our of iuch: leyd Naas f vob 
alkby poſtures 96: ſhame here 0 relate... ib. 2 


There i is alſo con NN — Friar, but of hath Qtder, Mr, 
| Pronce. does not xzemember ,-'who' calls/ himſelf, and. is wſually 
ſtyled, Captain Dovenport.. ; He is;a kind of ſtrowling, wandring 
Prieſt chat rides, up! md. down the Caunrreys.,: bus iefpecially 
Nu folk, Suffolk, Cambrids ſpire, We of Ely,evc, where he does abun: 
dance of miſchief in.{e cis people both from the Proteſtanc 
Religion, and.their Mioginnce i9 their Soveraign : For. he makes 
it. his whole .bulinek-.ro infiovate; carry News, unſettle weak 
heads, abuſe the Church of England and its\Mliniſters and, Aſſer- 
ters, magnifying the Halioeſs, — Charity,0-c, of Rowe, and 
by.ſuch. his Arts ;:Forhe has , 
followed this.milchieyays Sn rg never =0= aT in; > or 
bur always.in motion from oneGeneleman's houſe.ro.ano exyand 
ſqmerimes amongſt people of mean Carnditjen, ca ſpread his pei- - 
ſon the further ;- As.if he deſign'd ao iafe& the whole Ceninerey, 
He, is.np doubt a very. part fellow, .and no longer ago:than 
the laſt Summer,was T'welve-moneth., there: being 2 Chaprer, 
(as they call ir, that is, a General Convention) of t Friars held in 
Somerſet- Houſe, 'whicher many reſorted both from beyond the Seas, 
and,all Parts of this Realm ; On what Defgo (wherherco carry 
on.the Great Work) Mr. Prance knows not, Bur hath ſome reaſon - 
to ſuſpeR it was for no 8000 M purpole.: For {eeing abour Twenty 
ki them together, amongſt the reſt there was this Caprain Daven- 
port, whom he then heard ſay; That be _ tobe a MY? ys rage 
in the Catholic Cayſe, before | he dyed. | 


_ -.; Thexs js, one Bully, a. Secular Prieſt, who formerly. did. hilbng 

tA French Ambaſſador, but of late his Trade has been to run about 
Hagkneing forth of Males for, T welve-pence apiece at-private 
Houſes, where ever he can get Cuſtomers. . He was mighty tric 
in his reaching (as they. all do)) ;- That people muſt: by na:means 
Eat or Drink 2 drop that Menves on. which: they inendcro:Re- 


celve 
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ceive the Euchariſt, before wy to Maſs, becauſe they: muſt 


receive ſtri&tly Faſting ; Yer hath nor only been frequently ſeen 
in his road to Mr. Paſton's in Dake-Street call in at an Ale-houle, 
and take his Port or more of Ale; and ſo away to Maſs ; (Now a 


Prieſt cannot ſay Maſs,burt he himſelf muſt needs receive.) But alſo 


be has been knovrn art play at Cards, Tippling in Company, and 
Druak after One a Clock in the Morning at Pedley's at the White 
Pofts, and yet the ſame day Trudge to Mals and earn a Shilling 
rofurniſha freſh Debauchs Bur cheſe are not all the rare Qualities 

has, For he is a natable Whore-monger roo; Nay, ( if the 
General Report be true that is Corrant amongſt Catholicks) keeps 
another man's Wife ; which M. Prance is the rather inclined to 


believe, becauſe he hath often mer them hand in hand in Cheapſide, 


and other places. 


There is one Holt a Secular Prieſt, that uſed ro Officiare art the 
Lady Somerſets in Lincolns- Inn-Fields,who is a virulent Enemy to all 
Proteſtants, and hath ofren been heard by M, Prance to declare, 
Thar 'tis Impoſlible any of them ſhould ever be ſaved. Now how 
ready a way is this to inflame Papiſts againſt them, and how apr 
will they be tro Cut their Throats, and any way deſtroy thoſe 
whom they are already made to believe are Enemies of God, and 
nothing but fir fewel for Hell. And chat this was his Deſign, is moſt 
probable both by the violent eagerneſs of ſuch his Expreſſions, As 
alſo becauſe M. Prance hath often heard him ſay, That he did not 
doubr bur to ſee Hereſie rooted out, and the Catholick Religian 
e're long Eſtabliſhe in England. = 


Father James an eminent Friar at a we op deceaſed, 
was for 1everal years Confeſſor ro M, Prance, ſo that he had 
with him an intimate Familiarity ; About a year and an half ago 
diſcourſiag with him, He told him, Thar there would ſhonly bo 
on foot a Conſiderable Force to ſettle the Roman Catholick Reli- 

ion in England; And that he did not Queſtion bur to ſee ic Eſta- 
bliſh'd very ſhortly. Upon which-M. Prance ſaid ro him, That 
he was confident - wi could never be done without oppoſing his 
Majeſtie's Auchority ; and it would be a grear ſhame and ſcandal 
to Roman Catholicks, who had valued themſelves ſo much upon 


their Loyalty in the late Times, if they now ſhould be Guilry of 
Rebellion againſt their King: Whereutito he replyed; That-in 
the Cauſe of God there was no Conſideration to be had of Princes; 

L That 
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Thar it was no Sin to be Active to ſuppreſs Hereſfie, and eſtabliſh 
the Catholick Do&rine : For though Obedience vas a duty ir 
other Circumſtances, yet in this Caſe the Obedience ro the Church 
was to be prefer'd ; Fot the Civil Magiſtrates muſt ſubmir tothe 
Spiritual, and might lawfully be reſiſted, and That it was the ducy 
of every Prieſt to give any man Abſolution that ſhould be concern- 
ed therein, with ſeveral other Seditious and Traiterous Expreſſi- 
ans. And further M. Prance having at ſeveral times fall'n. into 
diſcourſe upon ſome occaſions concerning the nature of the Abſo- 
lution given by him and other Prieſts, he the ſaid Father James did 
declare, That ſuch Abſolntion was a full and perfe&t Remiſlion of 
Sin,and ſuch an Acquittal as rendred any man as Innocent and free 
from.Guilr as the firſt day he was born, from any aQual Tranſ- 
greſſion. Then he askt him, for Example. It-a perſon ſhould 
commit a Sin, and confeſs it to him, or any other Prieſt, and re- 
ceive an Abſolution, and were afrerwards tax'd or queſtioned for 
thar Fact, Whether he might with- a ſafe Conſcience, ard withoub 
Sin ſay he was Innocent: To which the faid Father James repli- 
&;” Thar if ſach perſon had received fuch Abſolurion,andperform- 
ed the Penance impoſed upon him, he may lawfully fay, He was 
Innocent: for faies he, When God by the mourh of his Prieſt, has 
#bſolvedany Perſon, he becomes Innocent in” the ſight. of God, 
ind bairg ſo,has no Reaſon to impeach himſelf by owning of the 
Crime before men, nor caſt a ſcandal on the Church, which to d6 
would-be a greater fin,than to deny a matter which he is no ways 


ebliged ro confeſs. 


| Theſe and ſeveral other like Diſcourſes to the ſame Purporc 
and Effe& hath thefſaid Father James declared to M. Prance,inquir- 
ng his Inftruionsfor the DireQion of hs Conſcience; ' whereb 
may zppear, by what meaſhres (uch-men ſteer the Soul-of thoſe 
char: ignorantly. commit themſelves ro-their Condudt; 'and no 
wonder -it will be; that ſome perſons gaſp out their laſt Breath 
with pronouncing” a Lie, and perſift io the urmoſt in denial of 
thoſe Crimes, which both their own Conſciences and the World 
know then to be guilty of, finice they are before hand harden'd 
meo# Perſuaſion," hat it is not Evil, bur rather cheir Duty ir 
refpe&t ro-the Chinch's Intereſt faro do. | 
Jeremy Jennings, 4 Secular Prieſt, lately living at Mr. Remfeys 


T 


fear Norwich-in Norfolk, a lirele after Midfcoamer laft; both ac Mrs. 
i & dub Halks 


i. --.. — , 
Falk in Eagle-Court;ih the Strand, and in M. Pronce's othn Shop told 
him, That we ſhould ſhortly ſee better times, and thatthe did nor 
doubr, bur ſuch Roman Carholick Prieſts as he was, ſhould &'re 
long walk publickly in Parſons habits. He alſb hah reconciled ſe- 
yeralfas he hath acknowledged)to theChurch of Rome;and am 
his Acquaintance was very free of his Beads, and  Prayer-Bookg, 
and hath been heard to ſay Maſs at Sir Henry Benifield s, at Oxford: 
Hall in Norfolk ; Sothat by ſuch hisaforeſaid Words, there is $0ud 
reaſon to judge that the _— was acquainted wich the Plot; - 
nay 'tis reaſonable to believe that there was not a Prieſt in 
nay ſcarce any Gentleman of Note, or private Perſon of any Con- 
dition of the Roman Cartholick Perſuaſion, but was privy unts 
the ſaid Plot and Conſpiracy, if not asto the Particular Intrigues; 
yet at leaſt as to thie General ibſtance and Deſigns therevf. ---- 


There was one Monſieur L Hay (to the beit of M. Prance's re- 
membrance, that was his right name) who not much above ayear 
ago retaining to a Foreigner, a Perſon of Condition (whoſe Name 
and Quality is not convenient hete to rae 10h. did debauch 2 
young Woman, and to avoid Charge that he: ſuſpeted might 
enſue, by her proving with Child, procured a'certain Perſon of 
his Acquaintance to be married unto her ; and after this, private- 
ly bargained to commit Adultery with her for ſo much a time ; 
which he practiſed ſo long without payment, that ar laſt at the 
rate agreed on, he wasTwenty Pounds in her debt, which refuſing 
or avoiding to pay, the Woman impatient to be ſo ſerved, did:re- 
pair ugto his Lord's houſe, and getting acceſs to him, complain'd 
of his Prieſts owing her — Pognds; who demanding for 
what ? She after ſome triflings of pretended Modeſty, confeſt- ic 
was for the ill uſe of her Body ; the Gentleman fſurprized, and 
ſcarce believing her, asktheri\when ths laſt time was that he had 
ro do. with her? She anſwered on Friday laſt about Nine of the 
Clock in the Forenoon; the Geatleman remembring that his Prieſt 
was that day at Maſs ; told her, She was certainly miſtaken; bur 
She perlſevering in- her-Story, he call'd in the Prieſt, demanding 
if he owed her any Money, which he not being able ro deny, nor 

et to declate on what good account he became fo indebred to 
ſee, his Maſter could not but conclude him Guilty, and began to 

upbraid him ſaying,Are not you a moſt profane Villain co lye with . 
this Woman at Nine a Clock and approach to the Altar, and offer 
ro receive Gods Body before Ten, and that without any a— 
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vion too * The Prieſt could nor deny but that he wasRogue & 

, but 2s to the laft Particular, afſured him he had Abſoluti- 
on. And being inquired how or from whom, after ſome Evaſions 
apt ea he. French Prieſt and he both lay with her ſuc- 
ceſlively art thar time,and chad they aurually ave each other Ab. 
ſolution; which is a nqcable Religious of whoring, and as 
 *bis likely ofcen practifd by thele Ghoftly Farhers, This Relation 

'M. Praxce doch nor aver upon his own knowledge, but knew che 
aid De 1s Hey very well, and was moſt Credibly informed and 
alkwedofrhe Traththercok | 
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Narrative touching the Murther of Sir Ednund- 
ocher Paſſages 97 en to the horrid Þ jþ Plos, Plor, 
kno 'by my dire&ions, and put inco Methor 
| Prels, the ap fer Pre pogo) Func pa hea alt ching Ham, 
my own Mouth. And having fince peruſed it all over;ldo own the 
ſame, and atteſt the truch of the ſeveral particulars and things 
thereia contained, as they are there relaned a and ſer forch. 


" Miles Prance, © 


